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Last Bus from Harrogate Cut & Changes to X98/99
On top of the cut from half-hourly to hourly on the
7 route, Harrogate Bus Company have also
removed the late 11.30pm bus from the Harrogate
to Wetherby timetable.
This means the last bus from Harrogate is at 10.20pm.
That is too early for people going to the cinema or
theatre, or just to enjoy an evening in the bars and pubs.
More importantly perhaps, this will affect Wetherby
residents who work in the night time economy of
Harrogate, as well as many other types of shift work.
See page 2 for

Residents’ response

Councillors’ actions

Our opinions

Wetherby full of ’Nimbies’ says National Paper re ‘Spoons * Leeds United *
Mercure Hotel to House Afghans * You’re Having a Larf! with King Charles III *
MP Alec No Longer a Minister * X98 Longer Journeys * Free Speech - the Limits * Wetherby News now £2 *
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Early Last Bus
Cost of Unleaded
Shell £1.76

Correct on Thurs 10 Nov to nearest penny

Morrisons £1.62

Tesco Seacroft £1.62

Difference b/w Shell & Others to fill av tank of 55 litres
is £7.70

Cllrs Meet with Harrogate Bus Boss
Wetherby Ward Councillors Lamb, Harrington & Richards put a post on
their Facebook page but did not share it with thousands of residents
on social media groups Grumbler and Nextdoor. Nor did they state
which councillors met with CEO of Transdev, Alex Hornby.
They say “He clarified the following:
Some of the routes were not viable for First Bus before the Covid pandemic.
Passenger numbers are now at 70% of pre-covid levels so this situation is even
worse. Transdev took on the routes to maintain a service for bus users but will
have to make some changes.
The only changes to the X98 X99 buses were the first bus from Leeds and last
bus to Leeds which will no longer run as the depot is now in Harrogate due to
the change of provider.
The changes to the number 7 bus are due to take place with some non-peak
time services changing to hourly instead of half hourly.
The company are currently carrying out a consultation on the Transdev website
and there are also paper copies available for passengers to complete onboard.
There have been delays to services due to problems crossing the city but
unfortunately these are unavoidable due to road works that are out of
Transdev's control.”

The councillors said they ‘will be holding regular meetings with
Transdev’ and with Metro/WYCA.
The post above gives us information we already knew. It is virtually a
Transdev press release. There was no mention of
 how the Cllrs feel about the cuts to the no 7
 whether they informed Alex of passengers’ strong feelings
 how often this ‘regular’ meeting is to take place (yearly?)
We don’t know whether it was a cosy chat or a frank exchange of
views. We suspect the former, especially since Alex could rightly say
that the Cllrs political party (Conservative) promised £3Billion for
buses and tell them it’s not to be found in keeping services, if it
existed. We deserve councillors who fight for our services and are not
afraid to give an opinion. Their statement is greatly lacking in detail.

X98/99: Changes Already & Survey Mistake
Within a few weeks of taking over the route, Transdev are
changing the timetable. We looked for cuts but could not find any.
The new times are from Sun 20 Nov.
They have made these changes before knowing the results of
their survey. The survey itself had a pretty important piece of
information missing. We had to point out
to them that their 1 - 5 ratings had no
labels. So respondents did not know
whether 1 was excellent or very poor.
Surveys completed before this error was
rectified must be excluded. Harrogate Bus
Co did not thank us for informing them of
this basic error or apologise for it.
We look forward to seeing a full table of
results, so that we can all see that the
conclusions drawn are valid. If the
analysis were verified by an independent
body, it would give us more confidence in
the whole exercise.
1 - 5 not defined! (5 not on screen, another flaw!)

from front page

Harrogate Bus Company kept this one quiet - no mention
of this cut in their statements or website. The last bus is
now 1 hour 10 mins earlier than it used to be. 10.20pm is
far too early for those going to the cinema/theatre etc or
just to have a night out.
And, more importantly, what about workers in the nighttime economy or those on shifts like care workers etc?
One passenger said on social media “this now stops me
from getting home from work”.
For much of
this year we
publicised
HBCs bargain
£1 evening
fare (for
free). Even if
it still
existed,
Reflections on
many would
Bus Cuts
not be able
to take
advantage of it because films and theatre/conference
centre performances finish far later than 10.20pm.
It also makes Transdev’s day tickets less attractive.
Whenever we used it, this late bus has been well used so
this makes it all the more disappointing. Sadly, we, like
many others, will have to use the car instead. This is a
foolish decision.

Last buses to
Ripon are
11.05pm
Mon - Fri
and 00.05
on Saturdays.
Lucky Ripon!

X98/99 Longer Journey Times
Let’s be generous and say that Transdev simply forgot to
inform us that the service is no longer a Limited Stop after
Oakwood Clock. This will add minutes to an already fairly long
journey. This move will not attract new passengers. The Editor
thought it was driver error when it picked up at Roundhay
Tesco but another reader confirmed it is normal practice now.
Transdev say (rather disingenuously) that ‘it’s never been
advertised as a limited stop route’.

Work on Aldi Roundabout to ‘definitely’
start Mon 24 Oct actually started on 31 Oct
That is why bus
companies and Metro
were given short notice to
inform passengers. The
X98/99 is not serving
north Wetherby at all
during the works, which
Trying to Improve fundamentallyshould finish on Fri 18
flawed mini-roundabouts?
Nov.

Local Democracy Page - Our MP & Councillors
Alec Shelbrooke has been our Conservative MP for 12 years since May 2010. His basic salary is £84K (£2K rise in Apr ‘22).
In the last election in 2019 he won 58% of our vote beating Labour by over 17,000 votes. He was a Remainer.
From Dec ‘19 to May ‘22 he has voted 467 times out of 560 (83%) and has rebelled once
against the party whip (Mar ‘22). He refused to inform his constituents whether or not he
supported Boris Johnson in the No-Confidence Vote. He was a strong supporter of Liz Truss in
the Leadership Battle. She promoted him to an MoD Ministerial post in Sep ‘22.

Space for Alec.

Unedited (max 400 words)

Wetherby Issues? Cost of Living Crisis?
Bus Cuts?

Matt Hancock?

alec.shelbrooke.mp@parliament.uk

New PM?

COP 27? Williamson?
Nothing received

Alec was sacked or resigned from his new Ministerial post on 26 October, less
than 2 months after Liz Truss promoted him. It does not say which on Twitter.

Alec prefers to talk to GB News
than WFP Readers

Alec has 17,000+ followers on Twitter. Since Rishi Sunak has been PM he has tweeted twice about his constituency
(to 10 Nov). Neither were about Wetherby.
4 Nov - ‘It was a pleasure to attend Scholes Community Care's 50th anniversary on Wednesday, celebrating the
hard work of so many residents who have kept this vital local service going for so long.’
5 Nov - It's been a busy morning holding my regular supermarket surgeries in Garforth and Rothwell ……...
Grand (£) work
to put signs up
and close roads

We could find nothing online about this
year’s event before publishing. The only
clue was from St James Church:
11.00am Town Remembrance Service
Why was there nothing on the Town
Council website or their Facebook page
just 4 days before it?
A private company is being given £1000
to organise road closures etc.

Space for Cllrs Richards, Lamb & Harrington
(& other Cllrs or their Supporters)

Unedited (max 400 words)
Cllr Linda
Richards

Cllr Alan
Lamb

Cllr Norma
Harrington

Wetherspoons? Bus Cuts? River Pollution?
Mercure Hotel for Immigrants? A1 Sign Campaign?

linda.richards@leeds.gov.uk
alan.lamb@leeds.gov.uk
norma.harrington@leeds.gov.uk

Nothing received

Town Council Deputy Clerk retires. Then becomes Burials Manager - Internal Applicants Only!
October’s meeting minutes said “It was NOTED that Margaret Holmes retired as Deputy Clerk
on 30th September 2022”. Later it stated “Burials Manager It was NOTED that Margaret Holmes
has been appointed as the Council’s new Burials Manager with effect from 1st October 2022.”
This raises the perfectly legitimate question as to why the manager post was only advertised
internally. It meant the public who pay for all council posts had no chance of getting this job.
That doesn’t seem fair to us. What do you think?
We wonder how large the pool of possible applicants with relevant experience for this post was.
Was it as small as 1? Surely no more than a handful.
We assume the former Deputy Clerk took no part in compiling the job description or anything to
do with the process of this appointment.

No Photos of Town Hall Staff on website
so here is Wetherby Town Hall

Free Speech - Morgan Pushes the Limits
We are lucky not to live in dictatorships like Russia &
North Korea where dissent of any kind is suppressed. We

Matt Hancock - strongly criticised by Piers Morgan

are free within limits to say what we like. Our laws and how
they are interpreted are far from perfect, but expressing an
opinion is a normal way of life for us. Those in authority still try
to discourage and prevent free speech, as indeed we have
discovered in this often small-minded, insular, parochial town.
Even though we give everyone a right of reply and free space
for public representatives to say their piece, many ignore us.
But even we were surprised at how far this freedom can be
taken. Piers Morgan took it to an extreme on his Talk TV show
recently. This is what he said at prime time (8 - 9pm) about Matt
Hancock, MP and former health secretary, on his participation
in this year’s ‘I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here’.
Regarding the £400K fee reportedly given to Hancock, Morgan
said “He told The Sun he’s not doing it for the money. Well,
that’s a cynical a lie as all the lies he told as Health Secretary.”

Morgan goes on to say that Hancock was a ‘total disaster’ in that job, ‘failing on everything from PPE, testing and sending elderly
hospital patients back into care homes without testing, turning them into death traps’.
Morgan called this ‘abject incompetence’ and reminded viewers he had to resign
because he broke his own rules whilst having an affair with his aide. His book is about
his ‘calamitous handling of the pandemic, quite literally penning blood money’.
To conclude, Morgan describes Hancock as a ‘shameless sleazeball’ who is ‘betraying
his constituents, his party and his country.’
Morgan - a Man that doesn’t Mince his Words
The Price We Pay?
Morgan’s demolition of Hancock is pretty extreme. Whether you agree with him or
not, are strong opinions like this a price we have to pay for free speech? Of course,
Hancock can sue for defamation but that is risky and very expensive.
Attack the actions/inaction, not the person themselves
The Wetherby Free Press is very careful about what we say
with regard to individuals. We always try to criticise their
action (or more often inaction), not them personally. Our
opinions are always backed up with clear facts. And we
provide a right to reply.
Yet WFP has Complaints about our Coverage
Despite our reasonable stance, it is amazing that people
complain about our straight-forward, plain-speaking
coverage of public interest issues, sometimes adding their
accusations that we have grudges and vendettas. Imagine if
we went full ‘Piers Morgan’ on our public representatives;
many of these people would be apoplectic with rage.

3 Choices for the Disgruntled: Don’t Read it, Set Up Your Own or Make it Better
We suggest if the WFP upsets you for reasons of sensitivity or allegiance, that you do not read
it. Just like if you don’t like Talk TV or Piers Morgan, you will surely switch channels. Maybe
Farage on GB News is your cup of tea. Unfortunately there is no real alternative to the WFP,
so you can’t turn elsewhere for Wetherby news. If you are so sure that WFP does not cater
for the majority in this town, then you should stop moaning and start your own newsletter. A
warning though, it’s not as easy as you may think, as one disgruntled reader discovered. Or
you could make this one better by contributing news, articles and opinions.
Wetherby is Intelligent Enough to Make Its Own Mind Up
The lazy accusation of those in authority and their friends would be that we are politically
motivated. If that were the case, we would be describing the Tory government in the style of
Piers Morgan in every issue. It would be so easy to do that in recent times. But we are not
politically motivated, so we don’t do that.
The Conservatives are in power in this town and nationally so we can only comment on them,
obviously. The invisibility of the Labour party in Wetherby is a disgrace and at election time
when they suddenly appear, we will ask them where they have been for the past 4 years.
We try to let people decide for themselves, based on the facts; Wetherby people are not stupid.

The Daily Mail in Two Minds.
Supporting a particular
political party/person can
make you look stupid

“My husband managed to pick up a copy of your publication a few weeks ago - which was quite a surprise to us - but hasn't seen one
since.
Since then we've managed to find it on-line but being quite old (both over 80), we find reading anything on screen quite difficult and
a bit exhausting actually: much preferring to have the hard copy to relate to and re-read 'as and when'.
It's just great, and filled with the sort of news and information that is relative to us all in the area (we live in Boston Spa). In fact I've
used the no.7 bus regularly - and only found out that the service was to be cut (shockingly) through your paper.
The Wetherby News - which we buy each week - is all about Harrogate and N. Yorks with next to nothing about us in the villages
around here. (So) we would happily 'jump ship' and subscribe to your wonderful paper if this was made available in our local
newsagents (2 in Boston Spa) at reasonable cost. Please give this your consideration... I'm sure many more people would appreciate
having local news in a print format.
Wishing you more ink to your elbow.”
The Henderson's, Boston Spa
We thank the Hendersons for their email and kind words. It is this kind of message that keep us going. There are 3 points to make:
1. We have had positive feedback from many in Boston Spa and we wish we could print more issues and deliver it to outlets there.
2. Unfortunately, we don’t have the time to distribute to any other places, apart from Wetherby. And we can only afford to print
every other issue at the moment ie once a month.
3. Charging for the newsletter brings many complications and would restrict the number of outlets we can display it. The best way is
to pay via the internet but we know many would not find that easy. We have a donation tin at the Bob shop (Mason House stores)
on Hallfield Lane.

The Wetherby News has increased its price to £2.
The 10 Nov paper had only one item of news about the Wetherby area, like the previous week. There was one letter from Wetherby
- one more than the previous week.
One of our readers wrote to us recently and criticised our newsletter.
Unfortunately he was not willing to let us publish it.
It was a rare email that seemed to defend the Wetherby News. The reader
said ‘This is a local paper which exercises editorial control and employs
professional journalists.’
We interpret ‘exercise editorial control’ as meaning doesn’t print anything
that rocks the boat or criticises local people or organisations. Look at all the
stories we have covered about our town council and other organisations that it has completely ignored.
As for ‘professional journalists’, we would love to see examples of their work where they have uncovered incompetence, low
standards, poor performance of anybody or any organisation in Wetherby in the last 5 years, say. Or highlighted any issue of an
ordinary person in the street who is fighting the system. We see it often in the national news but strangely not locally. Ordinary
people with legitimate issues often have no voice in print and that is why we set up our newsletter. Proper investigations by
newspapers into public organisations are as rare as hen’s teeth nowadays, which is a sad state of affairs in a free society.
Many print journalists, national and local, are now purely in the business of survival ie attracting advertisers and copying and pasting
press releases. Many papers no longer publish their circulation figures from the organisation ABC, so we don’t know how many
people read them, including the Wetherby News.

Wetherby portrayed as a Nimby Town in National Newspaper, again
The Metro newspaper is free on buses and trains and is read by nearly a million people weekdays.
They picked up on the story featured in the Sun and used
the same quotes and pictures of the same people. The
article said:
Still not available
“Nimbies in a quaint market town have kicked off over
plans to open a Wetherspoons – with people saying they
on the X98/X99
are scared it will attract yobs.”
They claim ‘dozens of people’ have pleaded with the
popular pub chain not to open a pub here.
The article also says Wetherby is ‘known for its peaceful
country walks’.
We enjoy reading the Metro. It usually gives the news
without any bias or sensationalism. It’s free so it’s churlish to complain about it.
But this piece is one-sided journalism and gives a poor impression of the town. The ‘dozens of people’
who are against a Wetherspoons, if that figure is true, is a tiny proportion of the number of residents.
As for being known for walking, that is plain ridiculous. We are known for being a town with a
racecourse, as a place on A1 & M1 motorway signs and a film in the dim and distant past.

Cinema has
re-opened
Films include:
Mrs Harris goes to Paris
Emily
The Banshees of Inisherins
www.wetherbycinema.com

Adverts 50% of On Your Doorstep rates:
1/8 page (size A) - £25 or £80 for 4 issues
1/4 page (size B/C) - £40 or £130 for 4 issues
1/2 page (size D) - £60 or £200 for 4
Sponsorship on front page - £25

We can design your ad FOR FREE
Just send us the details & images
Issue 33 - Fri 25 Nov, printed too
Issue 34 - Fri 9 Dec
CHRISTMAS Issue 35 - Fri 16 Dec, printed too

Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me
Twitter: @WbyFreePress
Call Paul on 07840 862861

Buses Still
Being
Blocked
A car driver posted
this on 5 Nov on
Twitter.
We first highlighted
this issue in Issue 7
exactly a year ago.
We have reminded
Metro/WYCA, our
Cllrs and Leeds
Highways about this
recurring problem.
Why has it not been
resolved?

Shelter
Smashed
Mindless vandalism
on Bonfire Night
weekend. The shelter
is on Hallfield Lane.
We reported it to
Metro via Twitter and
they had cleared the
glass up the next day.

Nothing for B Spa Project. Wetherby Town Council considered a funding application from Boston Spa
Community Project. “It was AGREED not to make an award as it is not a Wetherby based organisation”.
Working Group renamed. The Council’s Climate Emergency Working Group is to be called the Climate
Emergency Committee.
No Action on HGV Learners. October’s Council meeting “AGREED that this will not be considered at
future meetings as routes are required for driver training and access is available for local deliveries.”
Necessary? The same meeting “RESOLVED that the Council should make a Civility & Respect Pledge.”
At least £11,000 is being spent on the wall being built at Hallfield Ln Corner Cemetery.
CRIME: Between 28 Sep & 27 Oct there were 12 Anti-Social Behaviour incidents and 105 Crimes. These
include 10 Assault, 10 Domestic Assault, 13 Public Order, 7 Harassment, 5 Vehicle & 10 Shop Theft.
Town’s Organisations Reject Welcome to Wetherby: Only one wanted to become a member of this committee - Wetherby Wharfedale
Rotary Club. We are not surprised as many issues of WFP have detailed the failings of this group to promote the town properly. Cllr
Hawkins was disappointed that Wetherby Business Assoc’n, Wetherby in Bloom, Scouts and Guides did not want to join the group.

Mercure Hotel to House Afghan Refugees
The government has been trying to house people in expensive historic hotels in
Devon so this will surprise nobody.
Members of Wetherby Grumbler Facebook group have reported that it is not possible
to book rooms at the hotel on the roundabout from mid-January.
MP Alec Shelbrooke has written to a constituent saying in bold “The Home Office has
not booked the hotel as accommodation for migrants entering the UK illegally via
the Channel”. He then says that “bridging accommodation is being booked as part of
the Afghan Resettlement Scheme”. He says that this has taken place in another hotel
(presumably in Garforth) with “no reports of any negative impact in the community”.
Alec is keen to emphasize in this email that these are not illegal immigrants, he says it twice.
Meanwhile Lidl have put another planning application in for the site, following, they say, “positive community feedback, with over
2,000 residents responding in support of the plans”. The updated proposals can be viewed at wetherby.expansion.lidl.co.uk.
Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd are strongly opposed to the development, saying it is in ‘the wrong location’ and that Lidl ‘have
ignored public concerns’. BWPL will be submitting an objection.

Had to wait ages in a
queue for the ghost
train. Apparently, they
had a skeleton staff.

cleaning my house. Just wanted to clear that up.

Told my counsellor I
am not obsessed with

Started a leaf collecting service on Monday and I’m raking it in…..
Just bought a Humpty Dumpty from Aldi. It’s brilliant, comes with Aldi
King’s horses and Aldi King’s men

when

=

not

you
know
life is
cruel

Sponsored this week by our very own King,

Charlie Windsor
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Town Council Ignores Resident
A Wetherby resident is upset that issues he has raised with the council have been ignored. He wrote to the Town Council and our 3
Leeds City Councillors. He saw a sentence in October’s Town Council meeting minutes and assumed it was his email they were
referring to. It said “An e-mail detailing a number of local issues was RECEIVED AND CONSIDERED. It was agreed that while noting the
issues of concern, the resident should be directed to the appropriate authorities as many of the issues raised are not within the remit
or responsibility of Wetherby Town Council.”
The vital word here is ‘many’! Many of the issues are not in their remit or responsibility. That means some are but they are still going
to ignore them. This is poor behaviour from our councillors who seem to take little interest in some town matters. We haven’t a clue
what they think about how the town is being portrayed in the national media or about a new Spoons or about bus cuts.

Leeds were without a win
in 8 Premier League
games. Liverpool were
unbeaten at Anfield in
their last 29 games. Chances of a good result
for United were slim. But they did it. A gift
from a bad back pass gave Utd a goal after only
4 mins but Mo Salah soon equalised. Meslier
Editor: Paul Kirby

Summerville, left, earns praise from MoTD pundits

made some superb saves to keep United in the
game. The Leeds winner came in the 89th
minute thanks to an incredible toe poke from Summerville, who
was 21 the next day. Celebrations all round. Manager Marsch said
“We believe in what we’re doing …. we ….we”, emphasising the
club’s togetherness.
Fireworks were expected at Elland Road on 5 November. And
that’s what they got against fellow strugglers Bournemouth. A 7goal thriller finished 4 - 3 in United’s favour. After an early penalty
things looked good
but Leeds walked
off the pitch at halftime with boos
ringing in their ears.
Another goal by
Bournemouth in the
second half left
Leeds 30 minutes to
turn round a 3 - 1
deficit. But they did
Relieved Manager Marsch after magnificent comeback
it after Greenwood
scored his first senior goal with a superb shot from outside the
area. Then a header from a corner drew them level. The perfect
ending came when that man Summerville again scored after
substitute Gnonto turned defence into attack with a superb run
and final pass. The fans understandably went mental - first class
entertainment and plaudits abound on Match of the Day again.
Leeds lost 1 - 0 at Wolves in the EFL Cup on 9 Nov.
Spurs v Utd on Sat 12 Nov at 15.00 - Final Game before World Cup
Harrogate had a welcome distraction from their
poor League form when they beat Yorkshire rivals
Bradford City 1 - 0 in the FA Cup. They will play
Solihull or Hartlepool in the next round. On 8 Nov
they drew with Carlisle Utd 3 - 3 at Wetherby Road.
Town v Leyton Orient on Sat 12 Nov at 15.00
Town v Mansfield Town on Sat 19 Nov at 15.00
The Kiwis

England have exceeded expectations
winning all 3 matches so far in a totally
dominant manner.
Some entertaining games and who
knows we could win it!
England v Samoa on Sat 12 Nov at 14.30
Semi-final at Arsenal live on

The final is at Old Trafford, Manchester on Sat 19 Nov at 16.00

Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me
Twitter: @wbyfreepress

Everyone mentioned in the WFP has a right to reply. The reply will
be published unedited.
If facts are wrong, we will apologise publicly and correct the error.
We quote directly to avoid any misunderstandings. We don’t do
spoken interviews – summarising what people say is a difficult skill
and the interviewee will often not be happy with the result.
We encourage everyone to write to us with their views, whatever
they are. People have died for our Freedom of Expression so never
be afraid to use it. You can remain anonymous if you wish. You, nor
ourselves, can be sued for libel as long as what is published is:

True or Honest Opinion or in the Public Interest
Trying to intimidate us without justification is bullying behaviour and
will not be tolerated. Unjustifiable threats of legal action that are made
more than once could be used in a criminal case of harassment.

so we can continue to print

at Bob Shop (Mason House stores)
or direct to PK Marketing
Acct No 46368560
Sort Code 090127

Useful Contact Info
W’by Town Council: 583584 www.wetherby.co.uk admin@wetherby.co.uk
Facebook: wetherbycouncil Twitter: wetherbytc
Leeds City Council: 0113 222 4444

www.leeds.gov.uk

Facebook: Leedscouncil Twitter: LeedsCC_Help
W’by Library: 583144 libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk
W’by Tourist Info: inside library 582151
W’by Leisure Centre: 0113 378 1265 wetherby.lc@leeds.gov.uk
W’by Health Centres: Hallfield Lane 585669
Crossley St 543200
Buses:
Connexions: 01423 339600 www.connexionsbuses.com
Harrogate Bus Co: 01423 56 60 61 www.transdevbus.co.uk/harrogate/
Metro: For all West Yorkshire bus times & all issues with bus
stops, shelters and stations 0113 245 7676 www.wymetro.com
W’by Social Media: Facebook: Wetherby Grumbler 24,000+ members
W’by Foodbank: info@wetherbyanddistrict.foodbank.org.uk
Twitter: WBYFoodbank

