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Leeds North East Tweets in July 2022 up to 28th
10 Tweets in total (7 last month) - 2 related specifically to Wetherby
1 Jul - Next Wetherby PACT meeting is 5 July at 6.30pm at Meth Church
13 Jul - 4 images of children at Immaculate Heart of Mary Strawberry Fair
No clue as to which part of Leeds that is!
14 Jul - General Tweet about tackling off-road vehicles. Image of motorbike.
15 Jul - 4 more images of mostly children at St Matthews Primary School
Again, no clue as to which part of Leeds that is!
19 Jul - 1 image of child at Carr Manor School Summer Fair.
19 Jul - 1 image of child at Meanwood Farmer’s Market
20 Jul
22 Jul
22 Jul
27 Jul

Inspector Richard Horn is
responsible for our area

No image of him in the public
domain. We have asked W Yorks
Police for one - no response.

-

Exhibition van will be on Queenshill Estate Again, no clue ………..
W’by Market Day stand with Anti-Social Team - a day AFTER it took place!
Emergency Services Day at Roundhay Park on 30 July
Alwoodley PACT mtg

Our criticism of how Inspector Horn uses Twitter
has fallen on deaf ears. As you can see from June
& July’s Tweets, catching criminals seem to be a
low priority compared to impressing children with
police equipment. It looks like they have passed
on the responsibility of informing us of serious
traffic accidents and other incidents to @YappAppLtd. Like many other publicly-funded bodies, they
use social media mainly for PR purposes, not to pass on info on local incidents
The Conservative Party see themselves as ‘the party of law and order’. What do our local Conservative
councillors think about this? They are welcome to contact us with their opinion, or raise the Police’s
use of social media at the next PACT or council meeting.

Wetherby Ladies Forum
The Forum would like to welcome new members to their
group.
Boris Johnson calls
emergency Cobra
meeting after finding 24
bottles of it in the
fridge at Chequers.
(Cobra is an Indian Lager)

A blokes just come up to me
in Sainsbury's and told me
my partner was really hot. I
wasn’t sure whether to be
pleased or annoyed. Then I
realised that I'd locked her in
the car.
Let’s have a contest for the
Best Garden in Wetherby.
Need a prize from business.
Anyone?

Have you heard of the
New York variant of
Covid?
Start spreadin’ the
news ….
Bird Brains !

Chuffin’
Fantastic!

Hard to
believe but
4 out of 10
Brits does
not know
this bird is a
Robin
Source Redrow, 2000 adults surveyed

“We have a lot going on” says Chairperson Lavinia Graham “and would like
more ladies to join in with our varied activities. We have informative talks
from interesting characters, as well as social afternoons and organised day
trips to places in Yorkshire and beyond.”
A main aim of the group is to make new friends and enjoy the company of
others.
The forum have always
supported local charitable
organisations. This year they
raised funds for St Gemma’s
Hospice in Moortown, Leeds. At
their Annual General Meeting
they presented a cheque for
£1,000 to the organisation.
Their chosen charity for 2023 is
the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.
So why not pop along to a
meeting and see if you like it.
You don’t have to join straight
away - you can attend for 2
months as a visitor.
The membership fee is £15.
Meetings are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month (none in
Presentation of Cheque to St Gemma’s
August) so the next is on:
Tues 13 Sept
2pm to 4pm
at St James’ Church Centre
Lavinia adds “You are guaranteed a lovely warm welcome and we look
forward to meeting you.” More info on 01937 585467.

‘Thriving, Vibrant Place’? - 10 Empty Businesses in Town Centre
A Leeds paper and a Wetherby paper recently reported that Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd said many town centres have
experienced "decline with substantial numbers of empty shops" in recent years. However, they said Wetherby had avoided this
issue and remains a "thriving, vibrant place".
Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd’s description may be true compared to Tadcaster. And on a sunny Thursday market day or
Saturday or racing day, it can be busy and lively. But is it a shopping destination for anyone apart from locals eg from Leeds or
Harrogate? And is it the place to go for a good night out?
Here are the closed businesses and empty premises you would not expect in a ‘thriving, vibrant place’. We’ll let you decide
whether BWP Ltd’s description is accurate. Write to us with your views, and what can be done to improve matters.

In a Prime Position yet Thomson / Tui has been Empty for Years

Sam Smiths Crown Inn - closed since Covid began

Has Wetherby Town Council (Welcome to Wetherby) / Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd /
Wetherby Business Association / Letting Agents offered to help make this eyesore interesting
or informative for residents and visitors? See a good example in Horsefair Centre below.
West Gate

Two Barbers closed established in Wetherby for many years

Discount shop before this one did not last long
- some complained about its appearance

Old Specsavers in Horsefair Centre

Opp Bus Station Exit - Empty for many years

with an attractive vinyl

Comparison with Otley and Knaresborough
Wetherby does not have the following:
 Discount store - Otley has Yorkshire Trading Co, JBM Bargains & Orig. Factory Shop
Knaresborough has Yorkshire Trading Co
 Refill shop - Otley has Like Nana Did, helping the planet by reducing single-use plastic
 Wetherspoons - Otley has the Bowling Green, recently refurbished at cost of £1.5M
Knaresborough has The Crown Inn
 Tattooist - Otley has Two for Joy & Bamboo Rooms. Knaresborough has Wild Style
Do we have any businesses they don’t?

Two Shops on Cross Street
Poor
impression
at our only
hotel
Barclays
Bank left
recently
following
Santander a
few years
ago

The Alec Shelbrooke Page

Alec.shelbrooke.mp
@parliament.uk

Alec Shelbrooke, 46, has been our Conservative MP for more than 10 years. His basic salary is £84K (£2,200 rise in Apr ‘22)
In the last election in 2019 he won 58% of our vote beating Labour by over 17,000 votes. He was a Remainer.
From Dec ‘19 to May ‘22 he has voted 467 times out of 560 (83%) and has rebelled once, in Mar 22, against the party whip.
He refused to inform his constituents which way he voted in the Boris Johnson Vote of No Confidence in May 2022.

Space for Alec to tell readers anything he
wants, unedited (max 400 words)
Wetherby Issues, Cost of Living Crisis, New
PM, Gov’t Priorities? Nothing received
Alec is giving his full support to Liz Truss in the Leadership / PM
contest. No original Tweets of his own about her, just Retweets
or forwarding info.

The Daily Mail also backs Liz Truss

Town Council Respond - some interesting facts, no opinions
Like previous questions, these were ‘handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.’
Q1 How many committee chairs have not undertaken Chairmanship training?
Answer: “There are 15 Councillors on the Town Council. Our records show that 3 Councillors have attended
Chairmanship training, meaning that 12 have not. 9 Councillors are Chairs of Committees.”
We think this means that 6 out of 9 chairs have not been trained. That is two-thirds of them! No assurance is given that
these Chairs will go on this training.
2 Does WTC have any plans to change their website address or making it a 'secure' site like many villages in the area
have?
Answer: “We do not hold information on plans to change the Council’s current website.” ie ‘No’
3 Is WTC or Welcome to Wetherby going to comment on our comparisons with Otley
regarding town literature and websites?
Answer: “Prior to Covid, Welcome to Wetherby began to look at proposals to revamp
the promotional literature that it produces. The minutes of Welcome to Wetherby
minutes can be found on the following page of the Council’s website: http://
www.wetherby.co.uk/Committee_Meetings_26483.aspx These proposals were held in
abeyance during Covid and subsequently whilst the committee concentrated on
preparations for VE75 and latterly the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The committee is a
Attractive Marketing for Otley
group of volunteers with finite resources which the Council is hoping to supplement
with the appointment of additional staff. The literature remains on the Council’s radar and will be addressed when
resources allow, which we hope to be in the near
Auditors made 4 recommendations
future.”
about keeping their website up-toThe Council makes no comment regarding the
date. This image was over 3 years
old. They have replaced it AT LAST!
comparison with Otley’s high quality literature. At least
New photo in next issue
it is on their ’radar’. Let’s hope they can summon up
some imagination and professionalism, and try to
emulate the good work other councils are doing to
promote their towns and inform residents.
As for ‘resources’ ie money, almost £1000 of our money
General Town Council meetings are monthly (2nd Tues)
has been spent on Platinum Jubilee mugs recently!
The last meeting was on 12 July. The minutes of this meeting are
More on the Mug Issue in the next edition. Also the
not available on the website (as at 28 July).
Council’s response about a vital local resource - our
The next meeting is on Tues 9 Aug at 7pm
library.
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Effects of Low Water Levels in the Wharfe
When water levels drop, the concentration of pollutants increases, temperatures
rise and the freshwater ecosystem suffers.

Source: River Trust

So says the Rivers Trust, and they are ‘incredibly concerned’
about the low level of water in many rivers across the UK,
even before the recent dry spell.
The Wharfe is in the area of
Yorkshire Dales River Trust
They say “Drought occurs naturally when temperatures rise
and rainfall drops, climate change and population growth
have placed a massive strain on freshwater resources
See www.ydrt.org.uk
through exacerbating water scarcity. Water is being abstracted from rivers and the aquifers
that feed them at an unsustainable rate, whilst changing rainfall patterns mean that many of our rivers will see a marked decline in flow.”
The Rivers Trust would like to see a longer-term, more sustainable, joined-up approach to managing our water resources with greater emphasis on
building resilience within rivers and wider landscapes. If that is done and water consumption is reduced, they say we could limit the impact on fish,
wildlife and the people enjoying the rivers during these dry weather periods.
They add “Until legislation preventing unsustainable abstraction is introduced, we need to take matters into our own hands. If we all make changes to
water use in our daily life - particularly over the summer - we could significantly reduce the amount of water withdrawn from our rivers. In addition,
working to improve the health of our rivers in can help to buffer them against the damage caused by periods of drought.”
The 3 Conservative Leeds City Councillors for Wetherby have recently taken a great interest in the Wharfe and the environment in general. Only a cynic
would suggest it is because the Green Party secured 1000s of new votes in the recent local election. Following their praise for Yorkshire Water and the
Environment Agency (the 2 organisations responsible for the state of our rivers) we await to see proof of any effective action from them that has
influenced these organisations to improve the Wharfe. We will credit them if they send it to us. If not, we know it’s the usual political PR hogwash.
Facts about (praiseworthy!) Yorkshire Water in latest Environment Agency Report
Self-reporting of pollution incidents - target not reached:
66% of all incidents self-reported, 74% from just pumping stations (PS) and sewage treatment works (STW) combined – this is rated as Amber.
Amber = Performance below Target
107 self-reported incidents, 54 incidents reported by others
Performance was worse than the sector average (77%) for self-reporting of all pollution incidents
Performance was worse than the sector average (88%) for self-reporting of just PS and STW pollution incidents combined

Chris’s Column - A Voice of Common Sense?
New PM - I totally agree with the comments in the last issue regarding the new Conservative Leader. However, the selection
process appears basically undemocratic. Those having input into the final selection are Conservative MPs and party members
only. This means that the person who takes over the position of "running" the UK is selected by a very small percentage of the
population. Is there any wonder that a large proportion of the electorate feel
disenfranchised and disillusioned with Government as a whole? Whoever
assumes the position has an extremely daunting task, and I believe most of
the current candidates are again falling into the trap of making promises to
get elected. One of the most serious societal issues is inequality and there is a
need to rebalance the trajectory of the wealthy apparently getting wealthier
and the poor getting poorer. I have not yet heard any proposals with a clear
quantified objective of specifically improving this situation. Tax cuts (if possible) will not achieve a
realistic improvement in a more balanced society.
Yorkshire Water - I am not sure why Yorkshire Water are supporting the Bathing Status initiative,
other than to perhaps emphasise that they do not object. To achieve "bathing" status in the River
Wharfe at Wetherby, Yorkshire Water will need to improve their poor effluent discharge record.
In the last few days, after very little rain and with low
river levels, I observed what appeared to be effluent discharging in to the river at Wetherby. It is
obviously good news if improvements can be achieved. Overall this subject was not helped when earlier
in the year proposals to apply more stringent discharge controls were "watered down" during the
parliamentary process. I understand this was due to the initial intentions being felt too onerous for
water companies - many of which are foreign owned.
Lidl proposal - The views on this subject are interesting, and I would add that the Mercure Hotel hardly
provides an attractive gateway to Wetherby. Therefore an alternative is worth considering. The
shopping needs of the increased population of Wetherby should not be overlooked, and the planning
process should enable a sensible sympathetically designed development. I personally would not object
to Lidl, providing the development was in keeping with the town.
Aldi mini roundabout - I hope the changes result in real improvements. I have never felt that
this location and the one at Bridgefoot are totally safe, and are possibly worthy of the
description - "an accident waiting to happen"
Town Council Staffing - It would be interesting to see job descriptions for these additional roles
and also be made aware of how/if the duties included are currently undertaken. The draft
minutes of the meeting when the increase was approved refers to a report, but there is no
further information, justifications or benefits. Surely, for transparency, further public details
should be available prior to spending considerable funds from our taxes.

Disagree with anything?
Want to get something off your chest?
Make it your column in a future issue - Write to us.

Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd responds to criticism

Adverts 50% of On Your Doorstep rates:
1/8 page (size A) - £25 or £80 for 4 issues
1/4 page (size B/C) - £40 or £130 for 4 issues
1/2 page (size D) - £60 or £200 for 4
Sponsorship on front page - £25

We can design your ad FOR FREE
Just send us the details & images
Issue 25 - Fri 12 Aug Full 1000 Print
Issue 26 - Fri 26 Aug
Issue 27 - Fri 9 Sept Full 1000 Print

Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me

Twitter: @WbyFreePress
Tel: 07840 862861

Roger Owen, Chair of BWP Ltd has sent another press release
out after criticism on social media.
He says his organisation “is not opposed to a Lidl store in
Wetherby but we are opposed to the development of a store on
the Mercure site”. He states that it’s 10 years since Sainsbury
had their Planning Application for this site refused. Mr Owen
then says he thinks he knows why they did not appeal. “Being very experienced in these
matters they clearly would weigh up the chances of success and decided they could not
succeed and rightly so in Planning terms”.
BWP Ltd claim that “we are not NIMBY’s”.
Mr. Owen went on to say “There has also been comment about my involvement with the
Lidl situation having an element of self interest given my previous employment as Group
Property Director of Morrisons. Yes, I sat on the Main Board for 22 years and in the days
of the Company as a Plc, I was second longest serving to Sir Ken himself but I retired in
January 2009 and resigned as Chair of the Morrison Charitable Trust, Chair of the
Insurance subsidiary and Director of some smaller subsidiary companies at the same time.
My wife and I retained a small number of shares which were disposed of at the start of the
current year when Morrisons were taken over by an American Private Equity Group and
went private. I have no remaining interests in the Group”.
The full, lengthy press release can be found on their website www.betterwetherby.com/
lidl.html
It is interesting that Mr Owen appears to know what a multi-national
company thought in the second paragraph. There could have been many
reasons why Sainsbury’s did not appeal.
BWP Ltd represent nobody but themselves ie
their members, associates & supporters. We
would be interested to know what percentage of
Wetherby residents they think they represent. If
a large number, say over 50%, this would lend
more weight to their importance as a ‘residents
group’. Unfortunately, getting the statisticallyvalid evidence for this (a survey) would not be easy.
BWP Ltd ignored the Wetherby Free Press in their press release,
the only free news source in our community with no vested
interests. It is entirely up to them if they do not want to
acknowledge the Free Press or the Editor who sparked the debate
on social media in the first place.
We want our readers to be aware there are many factors that
need to be taken into account with issues like the Lidl
development. We do not like to see just one side of an issue being
presented.

Metro Aims to Cut Fares

Unleaded Petrol:
Correct on Thurs 28 July to nearest penny

Morrisons £1.88
Shell £1.89
Morrisons Boro’bridge £1.81
Difference b/w the 2 Morrisons to fill av. tank
of 55 litres is £3.85
My partner and I wanted to
take advantage of Harrogate
Bus Co’s £1 evening offer and visit the Kestrel pub on the 7
route just outside Harrogate. To our surprise there was no
bus stop there, according to Google Maps and Bus Checker
app. The nearest stops were both a good few minutes
walk away by a main road with no pavement.
Harrogate Bus Co confirmed this on Twitter and said they
had asked for a stop there but North Yorks County Council
refused, due to health and safety concerns. We can send a
man to the
moon but not
install a safe
bus stop on a
main road.
The bus
company,
the pub and
the
passenger
loses out.

& Spend £5M on ‘Admin’

Metro, or West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA) , are spending nearly half
of their recent government funding of £70M on reducing fares.
This is something we believe will hardly affect most passengers in Wetherby.
Because we live 13 miles from Leeds, the fares on the X98/99 have always been
reasonable considering the distance. It is currently £2 if bought on mobile app, and
the Labour Mayor Tracy Brabin wants it to be a max of £2.
It’s the expensive fares to York that need to be reduced for residents here. Travel in
North Yorkshire has always been a lot dearer than West Yorkshire, and there are
no tickets that can be used on all operators.
£5.4M will be spent by Metro/WYCA on marketing and information.
Will they continue to print their invaluable route maps, and timetables?
And a whopping £5M will be spent on themselves! WYCA is a burgeoning
bureaucracy that cannot even get bus stops correct first or second time.
We asked Cllr Alan Lamb for
comment. He would not provide
one.
Meanwhile the Labour Mayor has
launched ‘The Mayor’s BIG BUS
CHAT’. Is this a good use of public
money? It is obvious what
passengers want: No 1 - a service.
Then comes the usual needs of it
being frequent, reliable, reasonablypriced, comfy, safe with easily
accessible info and ticket purchasing.
It’s not rocket science. There are
many surveys and information out
there to tell them the obvious.
Meanwhile, in the real world, we
Waste of public money? Have you completed the
wait patiently for a promised response long
survey that takes at least 15 mins? Tell us what
from Metro on bus issues in Wetherby.
you think

Tell our large readership
about your event wetherbyfreepress@pm.me

Why not feed the ducks whilst you’re there?

Over £500 raised for charity last year

2.30 - 4.30
Sun 31 July - Diggle Sun 7 Aug - Tewit Silver
Sun 21 Aug - Barnsley

Callout to join Whatsapp Group
The group are looking for residents who have retrofitted their homes, added insulation, solar panels, heat pumps or saved energy in
another way.
Penny Stables, Founder & Chair, says it would really be appreciated if people could join
their WhatsApp group to share experiences and help others on a similar journey.
To join, plse email penny.stables@bostongreengroup.co.uk with your mobile phone no.
The Boston Spa, Wetherby and Villages Community Green Group ran a free Big Energy
Meeting on Wednesday 20th July in Boston Spa Methodist Hall.
Penny says the event was a great success. She says “It was well attended by residents
from across the Boston Spa and Wetherby area. They heard from a number of speakers,
who presented information on both quick easy things we can do to save energy, to larger
investment ideas that will give us bigger savings but over a longer period of time.”
There was also a local resident speaking who has recently had his house retro-fitted to
save energy. This was followed by an open forum, with questions to the speakers and
sharing of experiences in this area.

The Editor’s Solar Panels - saving 1/3 off bills
Recently pigeon-proofed with wire netting for £400
Saved a lot more than that over 7 years
since it was installed free (no maintenance cost)

‘Do We Need A New Council?’ was last week’s ‘Wetherby
News’ headline on page 3

This is unusual, we thought, is the paper actually raising a controversial
argument in our town? And then we realised - they were talking about
Harrogate Council, not Wetherby or Leeds.
In the decades this paper has been in existence, does it not realise that
we pay our council tax to LEEDS CITY COUNCIL and most of us are not in the least bit interested in Harrogate council?
A minimum of 90% of the paper’s content is all about Harrogate & area. Last week’s paper contained no letters from
Wetherby residents, just like this weeks. What does that tell you about the numbers that read it?
Yet many of the town’s organisations deal with them and not us. Wonder why that is. The Wetherby News costs £1.90.

The Rhinos put on a magnificent display in
front of the Headingley 1000s against 2nd
place Wigan. Nobody expected such a
dominant display as Leeds could not beat
bottom team Toulouse the week before. Their
strength in all areas could not be matched by
the Warriors who lost 42 - 12, their heaviest defeat of the season
season. It keeps Leeds’
7 tries from Leeds
hope of a play-off
place alive.
Catalans Dragons v Rhinos
on Sat 30 July at 18.00
Rhinos v Salford on Sun 7
Aug at 15.00

……. Please Stop
We accept that we will
make enemies speaking
truth to power and using
our freedom of speech
with honest opinion. But
we do not accept theft.
Our display and its contents at the entrance to
Morrisons has been taken 3 times.
If it happens again, we will inform the Police and
ask for camera footage from the store. Theft is
theft, and the perpetrator is denying you,
Wetherby residents, a good read.

Editor Paul Kirby

WetherbyFreePress@PM.me

@WbyFreePress

Everyone mentioned in the WFP has a right to reply. The reply will
be published unedited, unless it is too long.
If facts are wrong, we will apologise publicly and correct the error.
We quote directly to avoid any misunderstandings. We don’t do
spoken interviews – summarising what people say is a difficult skill
and the interviewee will often not be happy with the result.
We encourage everyone to write to us with their views, whatever
they are. People have died for our Freedom of Expression so never
be afraid to use it. You can remain anonymous if you wish. You, nor
ourselves, can be sued for libel as long as what is published is:

True or Honest Opinion or in the Public Interest
Trying to intimidate us without justification is bullying behaviour and will
not be tolerated. Unjustifiable threats of legal action that are made
more than once could be used in a criminal case of harassment.

so we can continue

at Bob Shop (Mason House stores)
& Costellos
or direct to PK Marketing
Acct No 46368560
Sort Code 090127

Useful Contact Info
W’by Town Council: 583584 www.wetherby.co.uk admin@wetherby.co.uk
Facebook: wetherbycouncil Twitter: wetherbytc
Leeds City Council: 0113 222 4444

www.leeds.gov.uk

Facebook: Leedscouncil Twitter: LeedsCC_Help

A Reader Writes
Thanks for producing Free Press. Only just discovered it and find it a good
read asking interesting questions. I cycled to Knaresborough Market
today (Wednesday). It was thriving.
Volunteers for Wetherby Town
Crier? Male or female.
It would be wonderful to see similar
visitor numbers and stall diversity at
Wetherby’s Thursday Market. What
might be done to achieve this? Is it simply
that we’re limited for space? I think it
would be an interesting topic to explore.
I also noted that Knaresborough has a
Town Crier. Perhaps this is also something
our town could explore? A Crier who
attended Wetherby’s Market to make
local announcements and who can also
make announcements at the Band Stand
events might help promote community
events.
Best of luck with Free Press.
Looking forward to the next edition.
Chester

W’by Library: 583144 libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk
W’by Tourist Info: inside library 582151
W’by Leisure Centre: 0113 378 1265 wetherby.lc@leeds.gov.uk
W’by Health Centres: Hallfield Lane 585669
Crossley St 543200
Buses:
Connexions: 01423 339600 www.connexionsbuses.com
First Leeds: 0345 646 0707 www.firstbus.co.uk/leeds
Harrogate Bus Co: 01423 56 60 61 www.transdevbus.co.uk/harrogate/
Metro: For all West Yorkshire bus times & all issues with bus
stops, shelters and stations 0113 245 7676 www.wymetro.com
W’by Social Media: Facebook: Wetherby Grumbler 22,600 members
W’by Foodbank: info@wetherbyanddistrict.foodbank.org.uk
Twitter: WBYFoodbank

