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The Wombles of Wetherby are We!
Litter is a blight on
our town, like many
others around the UK,
but a group of likeminded residents are
determined to do
something about it.
The Wetherby Wombles
was set up by Julie Ann
Starr 6 months ago after
she noticed on her
lockdown walks just how
much rubbish people
were leaving behind. She
researched on social
media and found Litter
Free Leeds - a Leeds City
Council enterprise of
voluntary litter pickers.

Some of the youngest Wombles. There is an
active Womble who is soon to be 83, and he
wombles twice a week!
Learn about the
Wharfe from
Mark Barrow,
Local Diver &
Campaigner Part of Eco Fair
Weekend
2 & 3 Oct
Details inside

Julie enlisted the help of Julie Stead, and they became purple bag holders for the Wetherby
area, supplying them to the volunteers. Adrian Campbell helps with the admin and between
them they have attracted 450 people to join their Facebook group so far. Very impressive.
“We are all passionate about keeping Wetherby litter-free”, says Julie. “Some members litter
pick every week, but there's no pressure put on them. Wombles pick when they can”. She adds
“Watch out though, it can be addictive!”.
If you would like to make a visible difference to our town, and join this fantastic group, search
for ‘Wetherby Wombles’ on Facebook or email Julie Ann Starr at wetherbywombles@gmail.com
For younger readers the Wombles were the Paw Patrol of
yesteryear. The furry cuddly bear-like creatures were a big hit
in the 70s with a children’s TV series and no fewer than 8 top
40 singles written and sung by Mike Batt. Who can forget the
catchy We Wish You a Wombling Merry Christmas?
The Wombles had exotic names like Madame Cholet,
Tobermory, Orinoco and Great Uncle Bulgaria. Their main
purpose in life was to pick up litter on Wimbledon Common.
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Update on last week’s Front Page Story: Wetherby Bus Stops - An Embarrassment for Metro
We gave Ben Still, MD of Metro/WYCA & Cllr Kim Groves, Chair
of WYCA Transport Ctte the opportunity to comment on our
story but they did not even acknowledge our tweet or email.
We also tweeted and emailed the Wetherby News, Y Post & YEP
asking them why they ignored this story. No response.
Same with Wetherby Town Council. No comment from them on
their soft approach to Metro’s ineptitude.

Greening the heart of Wetherby

Silence from public officials, reps and media

St James’ Church hosted a community meeting on 8 Sept which was attended by over 30 people from local businesses,
organisations and representatives of the town. The aim of the evening was to inform the attendees of the progress
made in the ‘Greening the heart of Wetherby’ feasibility study project which the Church has secured funding for. The
evening consisted of 4 presentations made by reps from the different groups in the project team.
First to present was Professor David York to provide the background information on the global climate emergency and
how fires and floods are becoming more common world-wide leading to the Church of England setting such an
ambitious target of Net Zero by 2030.
Alan Millar, from the North East and Yorkshire Energy Hub then discussed in more depth the Rural Community Energy
Fund and described projects carried out by community groups across the country.
Possible Improvements like Solar Panels, Insulation and Double-Glazing Helen Sprakes and Steve Anstice from Environmental Strategies Limited (ESL) of
Selby, the consultants who are carrying
out the project, introduced ESL and
discussed the progress made so far.
Steve described his survey findings from
the three main Church buildings including
key considerations, such as the high
ceilings and stained-glass windows, and
the potential opportunities including installing a range of renewable
technologies such as solar panels on the roof; de-stratification fans to help push
the heat back down from the high ceilings; insulation improvements to the
Helen Sprakes
building walls and roofs and replacing the single-glazed
windows with double-glazed windows. All of the above
will reduce the energy currently being used and reduce
There is a car share app and website - liftshare.com
the carbon emissions. These ideas would be set in
order of priority and more research and development
EV Charging Points Thanks to TM for this suggestion
would take place.
Alfa Power - Collingham & Linton Sports Assoc’n
Lastly, Canon Reverend
Charge Your Car - Aldi
Brendan Giblin, St James’
ENGIE - Cluster of Nuts car park opp Morrisons
Vicar, emphasised the
ENGIE - Boston Spa High St Car Park
importance of achieving
GRIDSERVE - Wetherby Services
the 2030 target. The
For more details visit www.zap-map.com
planet, he said, depends
on us all doing our bit;
Fuel prices for Unleaded: Correct on Thurs 23 Sep to nearest penny
therefore a checklist was
Morrisons £1.35 Shell £1.40
Both up a penny
provided which is
Shell has had delivery problems this week causing Morrisons to be
designed to be used at
quite chaotic at times
home or business with
the aim of creating an
action plan to reduce
Roads in the Town Centre were blocked off by police last night
Canon Rev Brendan Giblin
(Thurs 23 Sep) after a road accident involving a young male. A social
energy use and carbon
media report says he was checked over by ambulance staff and
emissions.
‘seemed ok’. A discussion about speeding motorists in the town,
Meet the Team at Eco Fair. If you would like any more
especially down Horsefair, followed on the Grumbler facebook
group. Coincidentally, WY Police tweeted this morning that of 230
info about the project, contact info@esltd.co.uk or visit
speed checks in the town they were pleased to say that the vast
their display at:
majority of people were complying with the speed limit.
Eco Fair on Sat 2 Oct at Wetherby Methodist Church
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Get that Filthy Car of Yours Clean!

THE YORKSHIRE VET
8pm

Tuesdays for 9 more weeks

In this episode (21
Sept) we get a tour of
Julian Norton’s hi-tech
practice on the
Sandbeck estate. Also
Jeffrey the Goat pees
on the reception floor
as revenge perhaps for the subsequent
removal of his testicles. Again, not for the
squeamish! More great shots of the town.

and help the Firefighters Charity
at the same time. Wetherby Fire
Station is hosting a charity car
wash this
Saturday (25th Sept) 10 - 2
All donations gratefully received.

The wide range of displays include how to reduce your
carbon footprint, eco crafts, recycling, reducing food
waste, tree planting, increasing biodiversity, bike repair
and much more. The Leeds City Council Sustainability
Team will be providing details about their new e-bike
initiative and how to improve home insulation.

The latest report of the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) published on 9th August 2021,
described climate change being widespread, rapid and
intensifying.
This Weekend Fair aims to promote a range of ‘green’
initiatives encouraging individual and community action to
protect the local environment and help combat climate
change.
The focus will be on providing information and highlight the
practical steps they can take to reduce their carbon footprint
and contribute to helping combat climate change.
Ingrid McLaughlin of the
Boston Spa, Wetherby and
Villages Community Green
Group said “The effects of
climate change are
increasingly serious. This is
an issue that affects us all, so it is important that we all play
a part in tackling the problem. The Eco Fair will give some
practical examples of how we can all help”
cont’d above

Social Media Joke
of the Week

Question on The Chase

“Which famous pub in a
TV soap serves Betty’s
Hot Pot?”
Answered “Wetherspoons”
Source: Private Eye
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FAIR & INDEPENDENT - We are apolitical and aim to make
representatives of all parties, and publicly-paid officials,
accountable for what they do and say. Our policy is to let all those
we write about have a right to reply. There is little space for waffle
though. Apologies and corrections will be made when we get
things wrong.
YOUR STORIES / NEWS - One thing we know is that if this
newsletter is not interesting or relevant, people will not read it. So
if you have a story, please contact us. All information will be kept in total confidence.
CAN’T ACCESS A COPY? NEED BULK COPIES?- If you cannot access a copy for whatever reason then Paul will ride round on his
bike and deliver it personally! Wetherby only, I’m afraid. Bulk deliveries for care homes and similar can be made too.
GET INVOLVED - It’s your newsletter so please get involved. The Free Press will improve in content and size as more helpers and
advertisers come on board. Donations are also vital so please give what you can in collection boxes next to most holders.

Barbel

Life in the Wharfe
Local diver and campaigner Mark Barrow, and the River
Wharfe at Wetherby, achieved national prominence in April
this year. The continuous unlawful discharges from the Sewage
Treatment plant by Yorkshire Water featured heavily in the
BBC’s flagship TV documentary, Panorama. The program “The
River Pollution Scandal” can be seen at https://
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000vk71. Well worth a watch,
not least for the superb drone shots of our familiar riverside.
If you see a discharge taking place, Mark suggests that you take
photos, note the day and time and report it to the Environment
Agency by emailing them at
ics@environment-agency.gov.uk, and copy in Mark at
beneathbritishwaters@gmail.com
As part of the Green Weekend, Mark will be doing 2 short
presentations on Life in the Wharfe on Sat 2 October in the
Methodist Rooms,
Wetherby at 10.30 and 1.30.
More details at
www.betterwetherby.com/
climate_change.html. We
think the presentations will
be very popular.
Watch out for updates on
the state of our wonderful
asset, the River Wharfe in
future issues. Mark has
agreed to write a column.

Ads

Pay what you can afford or
50% of On Your Doorstep rates:
£20 or £70 for 4 issues
Size A - 100mm (w) x 69mm (h)
Size B/C - double size A £35 or £120 for 4
We can design your ad for free - just send us info & logo/image

Next Issue - a disturbing story about a publicly-funded organisation
Leeds Rhinos finished fifth in Super
League but pulled off another superb
performance at Wigan for a play-off
place. They kept Wigan from scoring a
single point again, 14 - 0 in Aug, this time
8 - 0. This result means the semi-final is
St Helens v Rhinos - Fri 1 Oct 19.45

Art Competition for Schools
As part of the Eco Fair / Green Weekend, local schools are being
asked to participate in a creative competition.
Sandra Ellen of the Boston Spa, Wetherby and Villages Community
Green Group explained: “We are asking students to create a work
of art that shows something about the effects of Climate Change
on our planet or shows how to lower individual carbon footprint.
Alternatively, they could make something useful from recycled
items’.

Utd v West Ham - Sat 25 Sep 15.00 Leeds United scraped
through to the next round of the EFL Carabao Cup mid-week
after winning on penalties against lower league Fulham. Fans
are looking for a decisive victory at Elland Road against eighthplaced West Ham.
Harrogate Town FC are at home to Stevenage - Sat 25 Sep 15.00
York City FC play away at Darlington - Sat 25 Sep 15.00

A local artists’ group will judge the entries and they will be displayed during the Eco Fair in the
Methodist Church and Wetherby Town Hall on Sat 2 Oct.
There are prizes of Morrisons £10 vouchers for best artwork and for best recycled item. Each
category has a junior and senior prize.
Mrs Ellen added “The effects of climate change are increasingly serious. We can all play a part in
doing something about it. This competition is a great opportunity for our young people to get
involved”.
More info from Brian 586694 or briantaylor.ex.un@gmail.com
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