Stay Cool, Folks!

every 2 Weeks

ISSUE 23 until Fri 29 July ‘22

Online at www.pkmarketing1.com/wetherby-free-press plus 1000 copies at
Castlegate Stationers * Pubs * Costello’s * Gourmet Café * Bob Shop Mason House Stores *
* C’est Chocolat * Takeaways * Vets * Library * Town Hall
& many other places

We Are Official! The WFP to be retained for posterity
The British Library request copies for reference
Future generations will be able to read the Wetherby Free Press. It
should stand out as an example of a truly independent news organ,
informing residents of facts about the town’s organisations, in the hope
that standards will improve and make those in authority more
accountable.
So what will your grandchildren, great-grandchildren etc think
when they read the contents of issues 1 - 23?
Do we have a town council that is dynamic, imaginative, open and
accountable with the highest of standards, compared to other councils?

Do we have an MP who gives his honest views clearly and quickly
to his constituents on the important issues of the day?
Do we have a local police force that responds to requests for simple
information and uses social media to keep us properly informed?

Future generations may also ask why people did not speak out more
and use their freedom of speech. Apathy, fear or self-interest they may
conclude.

Facebook and Twitter are fine for having a moan but it is

British Library at Thorp Arch / Boston Spa

temporary, and the object of your moan will probably not see it or
ignore it. The WFP is permanent and has more influence.

So Please

The Big Lidl Debate

Inside

Murky Waters Cllrs’ Praise for

Council want 3 extra staff

The Next Issue on 29 July is ONLINE ONLY at
www.pkmarketing1.com/wetherby-free-press
Editor Paul Kirby
WetherbyFreePress@PM.me Twitter: @WbyFreePress

Tell our large readership about your event wetherbyfreepress@pm.me

Adverts 50% of On Your Doorstep rates:
1/8 page (size A) - £25 or £80 for 4 issues
1/4 page (size B/C) - £40 or £130 for 4 issues
1/2 page (size D) - £60 or £200 for 4
Sponsorship on front page - £25

We can design your ad FOR FREE
Just send us the details & images
Issue 24 - Fri 29 July
Issue 25 - Fri 19 August Full 1000 print
Issue 26 - Fri 2 Sept

Talk on ‘How to Reduce Your Energy Bills’
Boston Spa, Wetherby &
Villages Green Group are
holding a Big Meeting on
this important issue. It is
free and open to all.
There will be a number of
speakers, looking at both
quick simple things that
you can do in your home,
as well as giving
information about
investing in solar panels, insulation and heat pumps.
A local man who has retrofitted his house will present what
he learnt in the process - the good and the bad.
This will be followed by an open forum, for questions to the
presenters and discussion.

Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me
Twitter: @WbyFreePress

in Boston Spa Methodist Church

Tel: 07840 862861

Sun 17 July - Drighlington
Sun 24 July - Woodhouse
Sun 31 July - Diggle

Why not feed the
ducks whilst
you’re there?

Over £500
raised for
charity last year

Opens 7am
LS22 5EJ

Wed 20 July at 7.30pm

£1 entry for buyers
over 16s

Sellers: from 6am No booking necessary
£12 cars, £16 vans, +£3 trailers
Free Raffle Prize Draw for Sellers
£150 Cash Prize!

1 tckt per vehicle

Dogs welcome on a lead.
Ample parking, refreshments & toilets are available.

The Alec Shelbrooke Page

Alec.shelbrooke.mp
@parliament.uk

Alec Shelbrooke, 46, has been our Conservative MP for more than 10 years. His basic salary is £84K (£2,200 rise in Apr ‘22)
In the last election in 2019 he won 58% of our vote beating Labour by over 17,000 votes. He was a Remainer.
From Dec ‘19 to May ‘22 he has voted 467 times out of 560 (83%) and has rebelled once, in Mar 22, against the party whip.

Space for Alec to tell readers anything he wants, unedited (max 400 words)
Wetherby Issues, Cost of Living Crisis, Boris, Gov’t Priorities?

Nothing received

We cannot ignore recent historic events, especially when our own MP is a member of the party in power.
Our friends in Europe tell us we are a laughing stock. The events of recent times has been an embarrassment
to our great country. All the WFP wants to know is our MPs views so we can inform his constituents. We
found out his view on the former Prime Minister ….. eventually.

One last effort in PMQs to stay as PM

Alec refused to tell us which
way he voted in the Boris Vote
of No Confidence. He released
the statement, right, later
than many. It is very short. It contains no apology,
just like Boris’ leaving speech. It takes no
responsibility for anything that has happened. It
uses a word like ‘re-embedded’! There is no humility
in that statement and no message for the people of
Wetherby as to why we should trust
his party.
The warning signs about Boris were
there for all to see. Alec Shelbrooke
and the Conservative Party took the
gamble that nothing else would
come up, another scandal. They lost
the gamble but have yet to show
any regret for their lack of
judgment. They decided to ignore
the facts about Boris’ behaviour.
Let’s hope the Conservatives choose a
new leader that has ‘honesty and integrity’ because
he & his colleagues clearly failed last time.

Wetherby Councillors

Here is the timeline:
5 July evening - Multiple resignations, including 2 cabinet members. Alec not
tempted to speak his mind yet and kept quiet.
6 July - Tweeted about National Insurance.
Many of his colleagues had made their views clear.
6 July PMQs at 12.00 - He was nodding during the former Health Secretary’s,
Sajid Javid’s resignation speech.
6 July - Camilla Tominey, Assoc.
Editor of Telegraph & presenter
on LBC (& frequent contributor
on This Morning) tweeted:
In response to the suggestion
from the PM that he has “a plan”,
Tory backbencher Alex
Shelbrooke has just mouthed
“bollocks” and performed a
throat cutting gesture …#PMQs
6 July at 1.30pm, Alec releases
his statement, right:

Lesson from America

Disagree?
Tell us - we’ll
print it

Our Conservative Councillors representing Wetherby area on Leeds City Council,
Norma Harrington, Alan Lamb & Linda Richards stayed silent about Boris resigning
on their
General Town Council meetings are monthly (2nd Tues)
individual
The last meeting was on 12 July.
and joint
The minutes of the June meeting are available on the website. See
Twitter
pages 6 & 8 for two items in the minutes.
accounts.

3 year old image still on
Town Council website

Yorkshire Water - Praiseworthy or Villain?
We are confused! We were taken aback when we saw this post on the online
community group Nextdoor. Cllr Linda Richards posted this:
“Great News!
Yorkshire Water have
just contacted me to
say how pleased they
are that Wetherby and
Boston Spa are
applying for Bathing
Water Status. They are
offering their support
which is a really good
Sewage Discharge
step on this road to
improving the
condition of the water.”
The Editor responded with “It seems very odd that the water company,
Yorkshire Water, that Mark Barrow has highlighted on national TV as polluting
Y. Water no plans for improvement - in a recent Private Eye
our River Wharfe is being congratulated for 'their support'. What exactly is this
'support'? I am very confused. Please explain. Or write an article for the
Cllr Richards
Wetherby Free Press, please”. No response from Cllr Richards.
Are our councillors praising the organisation that is responsible for pouring raw sewage into the
Wharfe? We asked Mark Barrow, underwater filmmaker and campaigner
but he gave no opinion.
Then it gets even weirder (we are getting used to this). Cllr Richards posts:
“Very positive supportive meeting with the Environment Agency
yesterday regarding Bathing Water Application for Wetherby and Boston
Spa.”
Again, the Editor responded: “Yesterday it was
‘great news’ that Yorkshire Water were supporting
this. These 2 organisations between them have let
Tweet from Mark Barrow
our river Wharfe get into a disgraceful state. Please
explain why you are so positive about them now, with
concrete examples of promised action, Cllr Richards.”
Cllr Richards responded to other posts but completely ignores our request for an
explanation. That is rude and is disrespectful to the Editor and readers of WFP.
What Environmentalist & Rock Hero Fergal Sharkey
& Mark Barrow thinks of the Environment Agency
Anyone know what is going on here, please tell us.
The Editor recently received
an email from the Police in
his Spam inbox! From an address he had written to. So get
into the habit of checking your Spam at least once a week.

Check Your Spam!

It takes a second to check your
post/message on social media. It
could save your blushes if autocorrect has changed your words.
Don’t let your message get lost because of poor English.

Check Your English

Comparisons with Otley
No response yet to our articles on Wetherby’s
inferior website and leaflets, compared to Otleys. This
behaviour shows that the Council and Cllr Victor
Hawkins, Chair of Welcome to Wetherby are totally
immune to constructive criticism. Minutes of council
general meetings do not mention the WFP or its contents.

Response from Casa Mia

Sign in Yeovil

Wetherby Market

A reader wrote to complain about the loss of a sweet
desserts business from the Thursday market because of
complaints from other stall holders. The Town Council upheld
the decision to prevent them from selling their products.
We asked Casa Mia for their comment. They say: “In all
honesty we don't know why this has occurred. All of our
products are unique from the other traders, as we sell only
Italian desserts.
We were already trading at Wetherby before on a monthly basis and this whole thing is
really abrupt and disconcerting for us as we try our hardest to give the best to our
customers. All we can do is try to appeal and see what happens from there. We love the
people of Wetherby and we hope that we can still continue selling our Italian desserts
there!”

Education Minister
setting an example
to schoolkids
everywhere!

Funnyman Joe Lycett receiving a
personalised birthday gift from Sue
Barker. Neither look too chuffed !

Virgin Radio Quiz: Which of these is not a capital city:
Swansea, Dublin or Reykavik? Contestant: Swansea
I couldn't figure out why the cricket ball kept getting
larger. Then it hit me.
Would you like to be the sun in my life?
Awww… yes, of course!
Good, then stay 92.96 million miles away from me

Cost of Unleaded:
Correct on Thurs 14 July to nearest penny

Tesco Seacroft £1.86 Shell £1.97
Morrisons £1.97
6 mths ago it was £1.51, a difference of 45p
Difference b/w Morrisons in Feb & now to fill
average tank of 55 litres is £25
Connexions Buses 412 to York & 923 to Otley are still
not running on Saturdays (due to driver shortages)
—————————————
On, Off, On
Again ..
Arriva drivers
are back at
work from
15 July so
174 to
Wakefield
running
again

SUNDAY 17 JULY at 10am – 4pm at WETHERBY RACECOURSE
Owner Craig Temple says it promises to be an excellent day of bus and
coach action to celebrate 20 years of serving the local community - a fun
filled day for enthusiasts and local families alike.
A network of free bus services will run from Harrogate & Otley.
Visiting vehicles are welcome. For more details contact
craig@connexionsbuses.com

Fares on Harrogate Bus Co still only £1 after 7pm
New Bus Stop on Deighton Road
A reader has written to us. In 2019 she requested a new bus stop on the B6414 on Deighton
Road between Home Paddock House and Aldi. The reason for the request was because it takes
her a long time to walk to either of the nearest stops. The new stop would be at the top of
Templar Gardens.
Publicly-funded Metro, part of West Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA) are responsible for
bus infrastructure. Our reader says that she was told that it had been agreed and the new stop
Deighton Bar Bus Stop still wrong
would happen when the new boards were put up. Then Covid happened and lockdown
- no buses to Knaresborough
postponed the work progressing.
We wrote to Martin Coyle of Highways Liaison, WYCA to find out what the situation is now.
He wrote back immediately:
“Thank you for your email. The bus stop request was received and processed through to the
point of agreement with the Local Authority and bus operators to ensure compliance. Into
2020 this was put on hold due to the pandemic and the delays this has had on various schemes for
Management Changes at First Bus
installation works. Consultation is now under way with adjacent properties as the final part of
First Bus is a private company and
process for new bus stop installations, once this consultation has completed the bus stop will be
run the X98/99 to Leeds route. They
installed.”
are reducing their senior team by 4
So, it is looking hopeful that this improvement will happen soon. We will keep an eye on it.
from 10 to 6 Managing Directors.
That means the MDs will cover
massive areas and they will be even
more remote from their passengers
and staff.
It was tried in the 1990s and failed,
according to a leading and widelyrespected expert and former bus
manager. He concludes “As a
customer I look forward to First’s
promised ‘better delivery’ once
these latest reorganisational
proposals are implemented ….. and I
hope my pessimism at their negative
impact will be proved wrong.”
First Leeds have greatly let down
their passengers and the public in
recent years for not demanding
higher standards from Metro/WYCA
and themselves. But their service is
generally pretty good in our opinion.
Let’s hope these changes do not
result in the predicted decline.

My Story (about My Story) - Dave Gregson
Local resident Dave Gregson is an author and publishes his first book at the end of
this month. He describes the experiences that has led to the writing of this short
novella.
“ Hello. I’d like to share some of my background first. I have worked in health and social
care for over 20 years. My last job was for a large national disability charity where I
unfortunately experienced workplace bullying and hostility towards my autism diagnosis,
which I received when I was 44.
However, I won a tribunal case against this organisation and set up working on voluntary
and community projects just prior to the first lockdown in 2020. I have mainly focussed on
issues such as safeguarding the vulnerable, anti-bullying, neurodiversity awareness and
animal welfare.
Since 2018 I have been a registered carer for both my parents. At every opportunity, I try to raise awareness and support
for unpaid carers, who are often a forgotten group in society. I am involved with community fundraising through the local
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes (RAOB).
The RAOB is one of the largest fraternal movements in the UK. Its principal aims are:

principal

aims of the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffe;

*
*
*
*
*

Friendship
Charitable Works
Social Activity
Mutual Support
Care

The order started in 1822 and is known as the Buffs to members. Its headquarters are in Bank Street, Wetherby and I
doubt many people know that!
As for my writing, I started to do it with serious intent in 2020.
I have always been a fan of the mystery stories and those with an unexpected
twist. I loved to read all the traditional British detective books. My father used to
write plays for the radio in the 1970s and much of my storytelling was influenced
by him.
With writing this book I also
wanted to tell a story that was
non-graphic and non-explicit in
its content. I would describe it
as a comfortable read with a
satisfying conclusion which ties
up all the loose ends.
The story is set in an era without modern technology, like the internet
and mobile phones, with a backdrop of a quiet village.
This short novella is a traditional detective mystery and suitable for a
wide range of audiences and age groups.

The Mystery of Melsham Wood is out on Fri 29 July
It costs £6.90 and is available from independent bookshops, as well as all the major retailers, like Amazon & Waterstones.
I hope you enjoy the book and would love to hear what you think of it. Please email me at davegregson40@outlook.com
My ‘Little Acts of Kindness’

Leeds North East - West Yorkshire Police

nel.npt@westyorkshire.police.uk

106 crimes in one month!
Minutes of June’s Town Council meeting state “The crime statistics for the whole
of the Wetherby Ward in the period of 30th April to 31st May 2022 included a
total of 6 incidents of antisocial behaviour and 100 other crimes.” These 100
other crimes were not categorized and no councillor comment recorded.
We are sure you would like to know what those crimes were as much as us.
This image and post on Wetherby Grumbler Facebook Group attracted many
comments (none from the Leeds NE division).

Catching Speeders on York Road on 7 July

The Big Lidl Debate
We received the Lidl leaflet through our door a few weeks ago. We
were greatly impressed with Lidl’s efforts to consult with the residents. Aldi did
not make any such effort.
The Lidl leaflet provided a great deal of information and enough detail to make
an opinion.

There is a well-publicised campaign against this development of a
Lidl and care home on the Mercure hotel site. It is led by Better Wetherby
Partnership Ltd. They were in a local paper described as a ‘resident group’.
They say their aim is to ‘promote and protect’ our town.
This company claimed ‘many’ people have concerns but gave no exact
numbers. Serious journalists would delve deeper and ask more questions.
We don’t remember any campaign against Aldi, and they are out of town.
Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd also claim that Wetherby has avoided
experiencing "decline with substantial numbers of empty shops" and that it is a
"thriving, vibrant place". Even if it is true, would a new Lidl affect the town
centre that much or just take customers away from Aldi, Morrisons, M&S,
Sainsbury’s, Coop and Tesco in Collingham?

We asked for views on the Wetherby Grumbler Facebook group
(23,000+ members). In two days over 150 comments were received (none
officially representing the views of Wetherby Town Council or BWP Ltd).
Overall, we felt there were more anti-development views than pro, but it was not a large difference.
Many used the opportunity to say what they would prefer to see at that site. People said it should be:

* at Thorp Arch * a New Surgery * a New School * a New Leisure Centre * a New Hotel * Affordable
Housing

These suggestions give a clue as to the priorities of Wetherby
residents. Councillors and MP should take note.
Main Concerns mentioned were: * not necessary * traffic problems * harm to town centre shops
Main Benefits mentioned were: * more competition * create jobs

What happened to Market Forces? Many residents think we have enough supermarkets. We find that odd because this is a
Conservative town and has been for many years. One of the Conservative Party’s fundamental philosophies is believing in the free
market. Market forces will sort everything out, they say - even trains and buses. The weakest businesses will die and the strongest
and most successful (in theory because of their good value, customer service etc) will prosper. Dog eat Dog, Everyone’s a Winner
etc. Yet many residents are against this development and the choice it will provide in the market place.

One person wrote to our email address from an anti-development perspective. They would not say whether they were
connected with Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd. This organisation’s view has been well-publicised and we do not want to add to
an imbalance of views. It is a lengthy letter and there is no space in the printed newsletter
Mercure Hotel seen Better Days
but we have printed it unedited in the online issue.
Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd do not represent
us or many other residents of Wetherby. They
represent their members only. We do not recognise
BWPL’s description of Wetherby; there are many empty business
premises in the town. We will give you the facts in the next issue of
WFP. We have no view on this development other than we think
Lidl is a far superior shop to Aldi. All Lidl stores have fresh bakeries
and more branded products. We think Aldi have made little effort
to be part of the community they profit from. For example they
have no community noticeboard.

Aldi Mini-Roundabout Changes
Wetherby Town Council say “Leeds City Council’s contractor is in the
process of programming the scheme which includes provision of two
islands and building out the footway in areas to prevent straight
through driving, relining of the roundabout and additional HGV
signage. There is no date yet for when works will take place.”
The sooner the
better, we say if
it improves the
fundamentally
flawed design
of miniroundabouts.
Watch the
Serious Accident
one by the
exactly 4 years ago
bridge for a
few minutes
and you’ll see why. Drivers are confused. Horns beep regularly. And
when everyone’s stopped - who goes? It’s Russian roulette.

Over 60,000 rugby league fans enjoyed a treat
at the Magic weekend in Newcastle. And
many more on Sky TV. Every game the Editor
watched was top class, all teams giving 100%
in nearly 30 degree heat. The Rhinos put on a
fine display and ended up 34 - 20 winners
against Castleford.
Their next 3 matches
are:

Victorious Rhinos with 6 tries

Toulouse v Rhinos on
Sat 16 July at 18.00
Rhinos v Wigan
Warriors on Sat 21
July at 20.00

Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me

Twitter: @WbyFreePress

Everyone mentioned in the WFP has a right to reply. The reply will
be published unedited, unless it is too long.
If facts are wrong, we will apologise publicly and correct the error.
We quote directly to avoid any misunderstandings. We don’t do
spoken interviews – summarising what people say is a difficult skill
and the interviewee will often not be happy with the result.
We encourage everyone to write to us with their views, whatever
they are. People have died for our Freedom of Expression so never
be afraid to use it. You can remain anonymous if you wish. You, nor
ourselves, can be sued for libel as long as what is published is:

True or Honest Opinion or in the Public Interest
Trying to intimidate us without justification is bullying behaviour and will
not be tolerated. Unjustifiable threats of legal action that are made
more than once could be used in a criminal case of harassment.

so we can continue

at Bob Shop (Mason House stores)
& Costellos
or direct to PK Marketing
Acct No 46368560
Sort Code 090127

Catalans Dragons v Rhinos on Sat 30 July at 19.00

Useful Contact Info
W’by Town Council: 583584 www.wetherby.co.uk admin@wetherby.co.uk
Facebook: wetherbycouncil Twitter: wetherbytc
Leeds City Council: 0113 222 4444

www.leeds.gov.uk

Facebook: Leedscouncil Twitter: LeedsCC_Help
W’by Library: 583144 libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk
W’by Tourist Info: inside library 582151
W’by Leisure Centre: 0113 378 1265 wetherby.lc@leeds.gov.uk

Town Council want 3 more Staff, costing £50K+ ?
A Council meeting in June approved the recommendation to
recruit more Town Council staff:
* Operations Manager * Market Assistant * Temp Finance Asst
Public and press were not permitted to attend. An online diagram
also showed a ‘Communications Officer’. We have not heard from
or about this person. We could not find anything on WTC website.
Does this Comm’s Officer exist now? Why no mention on website?
These appointments will cost a lot of money. There are no details
of why these 3 / 4 extra staff are suddenly needed, whether they
are full-time, and how much it will cost us, adding to our Council
Tax bills. We ask the questions nobody else will.
The recent audit on WTC made 4 specific recommendations, all
about updating information on the Council’s website. Fancy that!

W’by Health Centres: Hallfield Lane 585669
Crossley St 543200
Buses:
Connexions: 01423 339600 www.connexionsbuses.com
First Leeds: 0345 646 0707 www.firstbus.co.uk/leeds
Harrogate Bus Co: 01423 56 60 61 www.transdevbus.co.uk/harrogate/
Metro: For all West Yorkshire bus times & all issues with bus
stops, shelters and stations 0113 245 7676 www.wymetro.com
W’by Social Media: Facebook: Wetherby Grumbler 22,600 members
W’by Foodbank: info@wetherbyanddistrict.foodbank.org.uk
Twitter: WBYFoodbank

