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Wetherby Ladies
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Lucky Duckys - Best Fed in Yorkshire, if not the World!
A Good News Story to Start the Year - Local Businesses & Charity Benefit
It’s Official!! (ish) - Wetherby has the best fed ducks in the world. The Editor
researched the interweb for literally minutes, looking for figures of duck food sold. He could find none
(thankfully) better than those provided by a modest Wetherby Entrepreneur.
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It all began in 2019 when, let’s call him ‘The Duck Food Man’ as many do, saw an adult feed the ducks
a whole loaf of bread one morning and in the same week visited Hebden Bridge where he noticed a
charity shop selling small bags of oats for £1. An idea formed.
“The RSPB have lots of info on what is better to feed ducks than bread” says The Duck Food Man
(DFM). “So I put together
oats, rice, split peas, bird
seed and most importantly
(and expensively) floatable
pellets. I realised it could just
be worthwhile financially if
180g bags could be sold for a
pound. And that included a
small amount for the seller.”
But where could the healthy
food be sold? The DFM
approached Treasure Toys at
the car park entrance and
the owner Zhara thought it
was a great idea. Another
obvious vendor was the ice
cream van company who
politely declined. Sundays
would be a popular day for
duck feeding so one more
seller was sought and found – the Cancer Research charity shop.

Paul Kirby

A couple of large signs by the riverside with the kind permission of the house owners and the
experiment began in Feb 2020. “It was an incredible success from the start” says the Duck Food Man.
“We sold over 900 bags in the first year. With a few creative ideas in marketing we are set to double
that in this financial year, despite the Covid 19 restrictions.”
Cont’d on next page….

The Alec Shelbrooke (Half) Page
Alec Shelbrooke is 45 and been our Conservative MP for 11 years. In the last election he got 58% of our vote
beating Labour by over 17,000 votes. He campaigned to remain in Europe. His basic salary is £82K.
He has 15,800 followers on Twitter. His email is alec.shelbrooke.mp@parliament.uk.
From Dec ‘19 to Nov ‘21 he has voted 357 times (out of 392) and has never rebelled against his party whip
Space in this box for Alec to inform us of anything he wants, unedited. Nothing sent.
We asked Alec for a comment to last issue’s front page story of a world-leading COVID research company
without a British contract. None was received.
Below are Alec’s Original Tweets from 23 Dec to 4 Jan 22, related to Wetherby area or general matters.
24 Dec - Alec wished everyone a Merry Christmas

30 Dec - Tweet about delivery capacity of Covid-19 test packs

In Oct 2021 we asked for opinions on Alec. We shall print all of them in
order received. The two below are unedited.
IW writes “Its good you are looking into our MP. In my dealings with him over the
years, I have always had a full and sensible answer to my questions. I once met him
coming out of his office, and he spent 20 minutes explain why the Government could
not do what I wanted it, and him to do. Although totally professional, it was, as you
say, very much the loyal Party line. Ideally, I would have like a more constructive
response. On balance, I guess he is a good MP.”
The Editor & Alec 7 years ago
CM writes “Several years ago, Alec did provide advice and take up an issue on my
behalf with the Home Secretary regarding an issue that we had with return travel from Italy. In spite of this, the Home Secretary did
not respond to me, and the issue was not resolved to my satisfaction. It appeared that the issue was "within the rules". He does
respond to communications that I have submitted to him. Although the answers inevitably follow the "party line". He has mentioned in
one response that being on the back benches, he has only limited influence. This suggests to me that he would not easily pursue
constituent's genuine issues that contest his party's views. I am not confident that he would strongly question Government views in
Parliament, but would be more likely to follow instructions. I am not a member of any Political Party and furthermore I personally do
not believe that Party influence should apply to local governance as I feel that it tends to stifle local efforts .”

Cancer Research has made over £500 from sales so far. And
Treasure Toys a similar amount. “It wasn’t easy and the Town
Council were not helpful with mixed messages about feeding
bread to ducks” says the Duck Food Man “but all the time and effort is definitely worth it. It
gives me a great deal of satisfaction to know that I have helped our ducks have a better
diet, and helped a local business and charity into the bargain.”

Best Fed Ducks

He adds “It is disappointing to see adults still with loaves of bread down by the river but
lecturing people is pointless. Roundhay Park tried that and they had their expensive Leeds
City Council banners stolen. Better to give people a choice.”
Some may say that some of the food would be better given to hungry humans and they
may have a point. Recyclable bags are used and delivery is normally by pedal power.
“OK” adds the Editor “I confess, I am the subject of this good news story, I am the Duck
Food Man. From telling this story, I hope other entrepreneurs will tell us theirs”.

Readership Growing
The figures below are for online readers.
We also print 1000 copies of each issue. Distributed
to care homes, vets, dentists, surgeries, pubs, cafes,
building societies, churches, hairdressers & many
other places in town where people wait and meet.

HALF the cost of Ad mags
Please Help Us Keep Your Unique
Newsletter Going
1/8 page (size A) - £25 or £80 for 4 issues
1/4 page (size C) - £40 or £130 for 4
1/2 page (size D) - £60 or £200 for 4
We can design your ad FOR FREE
Just send us the info & images
Future Issues:
Issue 11 on Fri 21 Jan
Issue 12 on Fri 4 Feb (online only?)
Issue 13 on Fri 18 Feb (online only?)

Wetherby Businesses - Ask your advertiser to PROVE their readership

Be Wise & Check on Bus Checker App, Twitter, Metro website etc

The A58 at Whinmoor Closing Weekends in Jan
Closure near the
Wellington Inn for
new Ring Road
works.
From 19.00 on
Friday until 6.00 on
Monday:

The Engine Shed on York Road do not want us to promote their
events! No reason given.
So to see what’s on there, visit www.engineshedwetherby.co.uk
Wild Boys at Boston Spa Village Hall on 22 Jan is POSTPONED see Page 4 for details
www.wetherbyfilmtheatre.com
Main Features are:

Weekends: 7 to 10 Jan 14 to 17 Jan & 21 to 24 Jan
You may wish to use an alternative route to and from
Leeds, Cross Gates or the M1.
Note: Buses X98 & X99 will divert via Shadwell and Slaid
Hill extending journey times.

New Bus Fares to Leeds
X98/99 from Wetherby Bus Sta

Encanto
Rating: PG

Duration: 1 hr 40mins

Walt Disney’s “Encanto” tells the tale of an
extraordinary family, the Madrigals, who live
hidden in the mountains of Colombia, in a
magical house, in a vibrant town, in a
wondrous, charmed place called an Encanto. The magic of the Encanto has
blessed every child in the family with a unique gift from super strength to the
power to heal - every child except one, Mirabel. But when she discovers that
the magic surrounding the Encanto is in danger, Mirabel decides that she, the
only ordinary Madrigal, might just be her exceptional family’s last hope.

West
Side
Story

If Pay on Bus

Single £2.90 (£2 on First App)
Return £4.70 on same day only

Check your Bus is Running with BusChecker or Metro App

Rating: 12A Duration: 2 hrs
36mins
Directed by Steven Spielberg, it
tells the classic tale of fierce
rivalries and young love…

SpiderMan: No
Way
Home
Rating: 12A
Duration: 2 hrs 30mins
With his identity now revealed, Peter asks
Doctor Strange for help. When a spell
goes wrong, dangerous foes from other
worlds start to appear, forcing Peter to
discover what it truly means to be SpiderMan.

Check your Event is Still On Before Going!

Leeds North East - West Yorkshire Police

Email: nel.npt@westyorkshire.police.uk

Facebook & Twitter Messages relating to Wetherby

23 Dec - 4 Jan

29 Dec - “The next Wetherby PACT meeting will be on Tuesday 4 January at 6.30pm
and will be conducted via Zoom”. Details were added.
The Officer responsible for Leeds North East division is Inspector Richard Horn. We
asked for an image of him. None was sent and none could be found on the internet. A
man in a senior public post who does not want to be known by the public?
What do readers think of that?
The Wetherby Free Press asked Leeds North East division whether there was any
report in the public domain of the last Wetherby PACT meeting of 7 Dec. Their reply
did not answer this simple question so obviously it must be ‘no’. They cannot provide
a written record to inform the 99.8% of residents who don’t attend of what was
discussed! This is poor communication with the public they serve.
What do you think?
On website: Neighbourhood Priorities for Wetherby (17 Dec)
Public Priority - Anti-social Behaviour
Police Priority - Residential Burglary
Priorities and text are exactly the same as those on 8 Sept which we
reported in Issue 4. What do you think of this fact? And the priorities?

Open Day for Roman Finds
No image of Insp Richard Horn provided so here’s the
man ultimately responsible, Chief Cons John Robins

Sadly this concert is now postponed due to increased concern
over Covid. A new date for the concert will be announced as
soon as possible. Refunds, if required, are available at Yeadon's
Hardware Store, Boston Spa on presentation of tickets.
Further musical cancellations at the Boston Spa Village Hall are
"Jazz in the Spa" on Jan 8th & 15th.
It is hoped that the booking for Sat 29th Jan with the GT Big
Band will go ahead.

Everyone is invited to visit the site of an archaeological dig which
is currently taking place on Racecourse Approach - the road from
the Services roundabout to the Racecourse.
Archaeologists have discovered a Romano-British enclosure and
the foundations of Swinnow Hall, a large Georgian mansion which
was demolished in the 1890s. By the date of the Open Day, both
should have been fully excavated, but already a cellar to the hall
with a bricked-up window has been found. Other finds include
Roman pottery, decorated plaster from the Hall and a Roman
quern stone. This is a fascinating glimpse into the past right on our
doorstep.
Wetherby Civic Society
would like as many Wetherby
residents as possible to see
what has been excavated “as
the plan is to destroy the site
by building 800 houses on
top of it.”
The Open Day takes place on the morning of Saturday 15 January
at the site. More details and images of the excavations can be on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/aswyas1 see 17 Dec post for recent WCS visit
To book a place, email kevin.moon@aswyas.com

Why is Luxmy Gopal chosen to present regularly on
National BBC News yet is not the Main Presenter on
Look North Yorkshire?

She speaks clearly and rarely makes mistakes unlike the
main female presenter. And she has plenty of personality.
Definition of a New Year's resolution?
Something that goes in one year and out the other

Do You Have a Similar Mystery?

Residents reported many instances of criminal damage
between Christmas and New Year. They were posted on
Wetherby Grumbler, the town’s main Facebook group.
One of the most serious was at the Post Office sorting office where graffiti was sprayed on the building and a vehicle. Surprisingly,
there does not seem to be any CCTV covering all those vehicles parked there overnight. Another group member said they saw
someone they recognized spray graffiti at Morrison’s petrol station and reported it to the Police.

Spate of Vandalism in Town

Another resident said that all alleyways were covered in graffiti
and there was even some on the main Wetherby bridge. The
sign for an elderly residential home was reportedly removed and
dumped nearby.
The Wetherby Free Press asked Leeds North East division of
West Yorkshire Police
for details and
comment but none
was forthcoming.
The last time there
was a spate of graffiti
in Wetherby was in
September. A graffiti
scrawl (tag) was
September’s Graffiti
plastered all over town. The Editor reported one instance on a garage near him to Leeds City
Council via a form on its website; it was quite easy to do. But four months later it is still there and no feedback from the council.

A1(M) Crash - Wrong Way
It’s always shocking to hear of
vehicles going the wrong way up a
motorway. The latest incident of this
type took place near Bramham on
Thurs 30 Dec at 3pm. A 97 year-old
lady died in hospital a few days later;
she was not the driver. Drivers were
stuck for many hours north-bound.

Image from Yapapp

Dip in the Wharfe
Anyone fancy a
paddle or swim in our
area next year
(whatever the
weather)?

The folk of Otley showed their community spirit by taking to the
Wharfe for a dip on New Year’s Day. About a 100 enjoyed the
water with a crowd 10 times that watching them!

Image by Steve Daley

Leeds United were forced to postpone their final
two games of 2021 - against Liverpool and Aston
Villa over Christmas and the New Year. They
started the New Year with a much-needed 3 - 1 win
against fellow strugglers, Burnley.
Utd may be sick of the sight of West Ham if the
Hammers play up to their Top 7 Status. Leeds play
them in the FA Cup Third Round then in the Premier
League 7 days later, also on TV and both times at
the London Stadium.
West Ham v Utd on Sun 9 Jan at 14.15 live on
West Ham v Utd on Sun 16 Jan at 14.00 live on

Beeston, Paul Kirby

Harrogate Town’s match against Bradford on
Boxing Day was cancelled, as were their
matches on 29 Dec and 1 Jan.
The glory of the FA cup beckons
next as they take on Luton, a
team in the league above.
Luton Town v Town - Sun 9 Jan at 12.30
Newport County v Town - Sat 15 Jan at 15.00

THE SIMPLE FACTS - 8 Newsletters
Costs (minimum)

Like Harrogate, all York City’s matches were
postponed over the festive period.
AFC Fylde v City on Sat 8 Jan at 15.00

Printing (1000 copies each issue) - £1790

Income
Donations £610

Leeds Knights ice hockey team
recover from their defeat in the
final of the Autumn Cup with the
following home games:

Advertising £685
Total Income - £1295

Loss of £495
Sun 9 Jan at 17.15 v MK Lightning
Sun 16 Jan at 17.15 v Basingstoke Bison

Wetherby Races

34

Fri 7 Jan First race at 12.20
Sat 15 Jan First race at 12.27

6

A 9,000 strong crowd saw
the Rhino’s convincing
Boxing Day victory in
rugby league’s Wetherby
Whaler Festive Challenge

Check your Event is Still On Before Going!

It would be a great shame if we had to go
online only.
Please donate or advertise if you want us
to continue as a proper newsletter in print.
If just 500 readers donated £5 each, we
could keep going for 6 more months.
Account Name: Paul Kirby
Sorting Code: 09 01 27
Account Number: 46368560

Thank You for your Support

Please
Donate in
the
Collection
Boxes at
Costello’s,
Bob Shop,
Film
Theatre &
Castlegate
Stationers

