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Two from        
Private Eye.    
The best 
publication 
for jokes & 
cartoons 

Jokes about Toast  

Latest Issue 

Leeds North East - West Yorkshire Police             nel.npt@westyorkshire.police.uk 

3,000+ Twitter Followers: @WYP_LeedsNE.     8000+ Facebook Followers: @WYPLeedsNorthEast 

                  Inspector Richard Horn is responsible for the area. No photo of him publicly available. 

                         Leeds North East Tweets in June 2022  - A Quiet Month 

                          7 Tweets in total  -  2 related specifically to Wetherby 

                        1 Jun  -  Next Wetherby PACT meeting is 7 June at 6.30pm at Meth Church 

                        2 Jun  -  Wishing the Queen best wishes for Jubilee (original tweet not an RT) 

                       14 Jun  -  ‘had a wonderful time’ over Jubilee with 4 images, mostly of kids in car 

                       16 Jun  -  Next Alwoodley PACT mtg 

                   22 Jun  -  Mugshot of Harehills man convicted of driving offences and jailed 

               23 Jun  -  Owner of dog that has bitten Wetherby people reported to court and the  

                               dogs seized  

28 Jun  -  Next Moortown PACT mtg  

 
  WETHERBY CIVIC SOCIETY  
 

Would you like to take 
part in a bit of 
Himalayan Balsam 
Bashing  to help 
restore part of  
Wetherby’s ecology?   

Take your frustrations 
out on this invasive 
non-native plant, 
which overwhelms the 
growth of native wild 
plants and spreads by seed over a wide area. It is particularly 
common near streams and rivers as the seeds can be carried in water. 
If widely spread over river banks, it overwhelms native perennials so 
that in winter the banks can be bare and so liable to flood damage. 
However, the plant is easily pulled up, which stops its seeds 
spreading. 

Last year, Wetherby Civic Society undertook significant Balsam 
Bashing on Scaur Bank and the Ings, but inevitably the seeds from 
previous years persist and some Balsam is replaced by new growth. 
This means that annual pulling is necessary to eradicate this pest. 
 

Society members would be very pleased if you could join them 
 

on Tuesday 5 July at 10am  

at the arch at the bottom of Scaur Bank  
 

Important: Some of the Balsam is intermingled with stinging nettles so 
please take gloves and cover your arms and legs. Wear suitable footwear 
to suit the weather conditions. No tools are needed as the Balsam will all 
be pulled out by hand. 

2021’s Bashers 

Fancy a Bash? 

Went to the zoo and 
found all sorts of 
brown and white toast 
behind the bars. They 
were bred in captivity. 

 

 

 

 Ran out of bread the other 
day and 
was very 
annoyed 
about it. I 
guess I 
was 
lactoast 
intolerant. 

A total of 5 people reacted to it.  

One said “I think the locals are more 
impressed that a Police officer found 
Wetherby. We're seemingly a two PCSO town with the occasional 
lost NYP traffic officer.”  

Cllr Linda Richards thanked the Officers for ‘responding quickly’.  

Alison Lowe, Deputy Mayor gave it a ‘like’ in a personal capacity. She 
does not ’like’ all tweets by West Yorks Police  -  a little unusual, we 
are curious to know why she reacted to this one.  

The Dog Tweet was accompanied by the image 
on the left. 

As we have pointed out 
previously, you cannot 
rely on Police Tweets to 
inform you of an 
incident occurring, let 
alone the ‘latest news’ 
about it. 

If you want to know 
what is happening on the streets of Yorkshire, follow @YappAppLtd. 
It’s an eye-opener! It has dramatic images as soon as something has 
happened. If you’re stuck in a queue, check it out to find the cause. 
It also shows you everyday crime that local TV news rarely covers. 



It could not be easier to 

 

Our campaign was launched in in April this year (issue 17). Its aim is 

simple - to attract some of the £millions of trade that passes on the 

A1 into town. Large signs, like the ones along the M62, could inform 

motorists of our facilities and the savings they could make. More customers means more profit for our hospitality 

businesses, which would benefit the whole town. 

Cllr Alan Lamb has taken this up on behalf of Wetherby Town Council. We are grateful to him for providing us with this 

update.  

“I just wanted to update you on progress with the idea of introducing signage on the motorway encouraging motorists to 

visit Wetherby rather than the services.  We’ve made it a standing item on the Wetherby Town Council Agenda so I will 

be reporting back monthly. 

I’ve been in dialogue with planners about the planning requirements for 

such signage.  It’s highly likely that this type of signage would require 

planning permission which is not a given.  An added complication is 

that we’ll have to deal with 2 different local authorities. 

I’m now establishing the ownership of all the possible pieces of land 

that could host an appropriate sign and will then write to the 

landowners to see if they would be open to hosting a sign and what 

they would require, if anything, in return. 

The next stage would be to look at costs and how we might fund it before applying for planning permission. 

I don’t want to put a timeline on any of this as I’m at the mercy of responses from multiple parties.  Myself and the Town 

Council are all of the view that is a good idea that’s well worth pursuing.” 

We are pleased that Cllr Lamb is taking this forward and the Town Council think it is a good idea. We have not heard 

anything from other organisations, like the Wetherby Business Association or Better Wetherby Partnership Ltd so do not 

know whether they are on board with this campaign. We accept such a venture will not happen quickly and look forward 

to the monthly updates from Cllr Lamb. 

 

 

Wetherby & District Foodbank have produced this 

diagram for those who may need help affording food. If it’s 

the end of the month and you just can't make ends meet, 

there are 5 ways to get help. 

Their blog explains in more detail: 

                        https://buff.ly/3McQEwc  

Local groups on Facebook frequently highlight vehicles that are 
parked poorly (to put it mildly), causing inconvenience & danger.   

All these incidents are dangerous to some degree but the worst has to be 
when vehicles are parked on pavements. Blocking the footpath means 
that people in mobility scooters, parents with buggies etc have to go on 
to the road to pass. It is very thoughtless behaviour. 

The vehicle on the right has been parked at least a foot away from the 
kerb. That is against the Highway Code. Worse than that they have left it 
too close to the road junction. This means that any car coming out of 
that road may meet a car head-on coming into it turning left. This is 
dangerous and selfish parking near a primary school where the driver is collecting their child. 

This is one of many examples we all see around town. What are the authorities doing about this? We will ask the police and 
councillors for comment, and to provide us with figures of fines given out for this type of offence in the last year or 6 months. 

Inconsiderate & Dangerous Parking 

#CostOfLivingCrisis 

https://t.co/L1jBZZZKEw


A Reader Writes 

I enjoy Wetherby market but more so since Casa Mia stall started selling a range of sweet desserts. Sadly I now learn that they are 
unable to sell them because of complaints from other stall holders. The decision to stop them selling was upheld by the town council!  

Before Casa Mia arrived I was unable to buy a variety of cream desserts and yet I could chose between a number of different coffee 
shops. So I ask the question, why can Wetherby be inundated with coffee shops without the council opposing and yet a once-a-week 
stall cannot provide goods that Wetherby residents might (and apparently do) enjoy? 

 If you go to the Artisan market, you will notice that the queues for this stall are lengthy. Sadly though the council, in their wisdom, 
have decided that local residents cannot indulge themselves any longer . Why? I’m just asking what happened to free enterprise? 

SS 

Conservative Town Councillor Dawn Payne   -   No Answers 

Image from 

Town Council 

Cllr Payne, Deputy Mayor, is another Town Councillor who has decided not to answer our 
reasonable and legitimate questions. She says: 

“Thanks for your email.  I don’t feel your questions fairly or accurately represent the role of a 
Town Councillor.  As I’m sure you appreciate, while we have to seek election to the role, it is 
voluntary with no remuneration.  We do it because we care passionately about our town. The 
Town Council works collectively and makes its decisions at our monthly full council meeting 
and at various sub committees. The meetings are held in public ……” 

According to Cllr Payne, every single one of the questions below are not fair and don’t 
accurately represent their role. We disagree. What do you think? Instead of ignoring the 
questions, why does she not provide us with the information that does accurately represent 
the role. Saying nothing is unhelpful. Again, all we want to know is what being a councillor 
involves; how much time it takes, work it entails, and their views on issues, like being a ‘non-
political’ council. Why don’t they want us to know? 

Cllr Payne sends us her ‘warmest wishes’ but refuses to tell us any of these facts: 

*  how long she’s been a councillor     *  how many phone calls or emails 

from constituents she receives   *  what role she thinks party politics play 

in Wetherby Town Council (WTC)   *  if she has any specific plans for 

improving Wetherby before the next council elections     *  whether she 

will run at the next election as an Independent, if WTC is non-political   *  

how many visits to constituents she makes or receives   *  how many 

hours she spends on council duties per month    *  her areas of specific 

interest      *  her achievements / difficult case where she helped a 

resident    *  her frustrations and joys of being a Town Councillor 

Cllr Payne will not even tell us how long she has been a councillor! 

There are no short biographical details about Cllr Payne on the Town 
Council website, like there are for some other councillors. 

It seems the Deputy Mayor does not want to provide any details about 
herself to the voting public.   

Her Register of Interests was last updated in May 2019. That is 3 years ago! As we asked in the last issue, why is there no simple 
system to make sure our councillors carry out their responsibilities with regard to this? Nobody checks, which is bad for openness and 
transparency.   

General Town Council meetings are monthly (2nd Tues)  

The last meeting was on 14 June. The minutes of this  
meeting are available on the website. 

The next meeting is on Tues 12 July at 7pm 

How long will WTC leave this 4 year old image on their website? 

The Alec Shelbrooke Page 
Alec Shelbrooke, 46, has been our Conservative MP for more than 10 years. His basic salary is £84K (£2,200 rise in Apr ‘22) 

In the last election in 2019 he won 58% of our vote beating Labour by over 17,000 votes. He was a Remainer.  

From Dec ‘19 to May ‘22 he has voted 467 times out of 560 (83%) and has rebelled once, in Mar 22, against the party whip. 

Space for Alec to tell readers anything he wants, unedited (max 400 words) 

Wetherby Issues, Cost of Living Crisis, Boris, Gov’t Priorities?   Nothing received 

  Alec.shelbrooke.mp 
@parliament.uk 

This 
Cllr 

left 4 
years 
ago 



Roadworks again disrupt bus stop in Leeds  

 

Fuel prices for Unleaded:     
 

Correct on Thurs 30 June to nearest penny 

 

Morrisons   £1.94 

Shell  £1.95 

Asda H’gate  £1.87 

Difference b/w Asda & Shell 

to fill av. tank of 55 litres     

is £4.40 

Into the 4th week of their strike, 
drivers and management seem 
to have reached agreement. 

Services will resume on Sat 2 July and a ballot carried out on 
the offer. The 174 to Boston Spa, Bramham, Aberford, 
Garforth & Wakefield is the only service from Wetherby. 

In the last issue we featured Harry promoting the Clifford Beer Festival 
which took place on Saturday 25 June. Sadly, this was one of the final 
events he supported before he died on Friday 24 June. Typical of the man 
he would do what he could to support local community events like this.  

Before his untimely passing, the 
Wetherby Free Press posted a light-
hearted tweet (left) about what a 
great duo Harry and Christine 
Talbot would have made on local 
TV news. He was gracious enough 
to respond, joking about how much 
Christine Talbot likes a pint. This 
tweet has now received nearly 44,000 
views. 

Harry’s response showed what a great sense of humour he had and what a man of the people he was. He was a real journalist and 
excellent presenter, not afraid to speak truth to power and challenge those in authority. You could never doubt his integrity and 
honesty. He had no vested interest and represented us normal folk. He was one of a kind.                                                                                 

                                We raise a glass to you, Harry and thank you for your service and humanity 

Harry Enjoying a Pint - a Man of the People 

It is disappointing to read wrong information in a 
Facebook post from one of our Conservative Town 
and Leeds City Councillors. She wrote ‘Metro bus 
company are responsible for the bus station’. 
Metro is not a bus company. It is the transport 
authority, part of the West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority, responsible for bus infrastructure and 
paid for by the public purse. As anyone who reads 
Transport News regularly should know.  

The companies who run the services are private 
operators and many of them have shareholders to 
satisfy. Transport 
campaigners and 
bus companies 
constantly try to 
educate the 
public about this 
simple but 
important 
difference 
between the two.  

This sort of thing 
does not help.  

Perhaps Cllr 
Lamb, Chair of 
Wetherby 
Transport Group, 
should respond 
to bus issues 
raised on social 
media in future. 

Metro promote their own all-operator 
tickets, looks after bus stops & stations, 
and should provide clear travel 
information. They subsidise some services 
but do NOT run them.  

Commercial companies operate services. 
As the logo below shows, Arriva buses are 
run by Deutsche Bahn, the state-owned 
railway in Germany. 

Misinformation 

There are only 2 bus stops in Leeds city centre where you catch the 
X98/99 to Wetherby. Yet so far this year there has been a great deal of 
frustration with both of them. 

The last issue of WFP detailed the confusion about the starting point in 
‘City Square’ Stand L (it’s actually in Boar Lane). The other stop at Eastgate 
(now called ‘Victoria’ A!) has also meant missed buses this year, thanks to 
no signage telling us they no longer stopped there due to roadworks. 

Such poor communication in this day and age is quite unbelievable. 

We have been assured that the same will not happen again by the bus 
company First, not by the publicly-funded body actually responsible for 
bus stops, Metro / West Yorkshire Combined Authority. 

Roadworks on Regent Street means that once again the X98/99 will stop 
on Victoria Stand L on Vicar Lane, NOT Victoria A on Eastgate on the 
following dates from 8pm to 5.30am: 

Fri 1 & Sat 2 July 

Mon 4 - Sat 9 July 

Mon 11 - Fri 15 July  

As the image shows, Stand L ‘Victoria’ on Vicar Lane is also the stand for 
route 7 to Wetherby run by the red buses of Harrogate Bus Company. 
Believe it or not there are two route 7s in Leeds and they both leave from 

this stop! The Crazy World of Metro. 



Email: WetherbyFreePress@PM.me   

Twitter: @WbyFreePress 

Tel: 07840 862861 

Adverts 50% of On Your Doorstep rates: 

1/8 page (size A)  - £25 or £80 for 4 issues 

1/4 page (size B/C) - £40 or £130 for 4 issues 

1/2 page (size D) - £60 or £200 for 4 

Sponsorship on front page - £25 

We can design  your ad FOR FREE        

Just send us the details & images 

Issue 23  -  Fri 15 July  Full 1000 Print 

Issue 24  -  Fri 29 July   

Issue 25  -  Fri 5 August Full 1000 Print 

Boston Spa Open Gardens 

Eight lovely gardens ranging in styles from Alpine rockery to 
traditional cottage garden, from newly planted to 100 year-old 
apple orchard.   

Come and discover the secret gardens behind Boston Spa’s busy 
High Street. 

Tickets and map available in advance from: 

Yeadon’s costing £4  

or £5 on the day from 10.30 - 3pm at the Village Hall (cash 
only please) 

Parking various locations throughout the village with toilets and 
refreshments at the Village Hall. 

Sunday 10 July         12.00 - 4.00 pm 

Consumer Corner 

These price rises have taken place in a local supermarket in 
the last 2 weeks. 

These items can be still bought at their cheaper prices at 
other supermarkets so SHOP AROUND is our advice. Of 
course, the others may soon follow suit and increase their 
prices too. 

Do you use wholesalers, like Costco?  We would love to    

          share your experience of them with readers  

Cost of Living Crisis - Two of the Basics 

1Kg of Oats 

75p              £1            £1.39 

1Kg of Rice 

45p               £1.09 

Under-12s win Junior Football Gala 

A proud grandfather has informed us that the Wetherby Under-12s 
have won the Gala Cup on home ground at the Scaurbank playing 
fields by the river Wharfe. Teams in the Harrogate & District Junior 
Football League competed for the trophy on Sunday 26 June. 

The Wetherby team reached the final against Pannal Ash and it was 
a tightly fought match ending 0 - 0. But Wetherby triumphed after a 
dramatic penalty shootout, winning by 3 goals to 1.  

The boys train on Saturday mornings. They practise ball skills, team 
work and play small sided games. The coaches ensure it is fun and 
engaging for the boys, providing game related practices that develop 
them across all areas of the FA 4 Corners Model - technically, 
physically, psychologically and socially.  

More details at     www.wetherbyathleticjfc.co.uk/under-12s-boys 



 

Opens 7am  

£1 entry for buyers 

over 16s 

              Sellers from 6am  

                   No booking necessary     

    £12 cars, £16 vans, +£3 trailers 
 

Please have exact money. Dogs welcome on a 

lead. Ample parking, refreshments and toilets 

are available. LS22 5EJ 

Why not feed the ducks 

whilst you’re there?  

 

Over £500 raised  

for charity last year 

This Issue 22  -               
Fri 1 July  online only 

Issue 23  -  Fri 15 July     
1000 printed 

Issue 24  -                       
Fri 29 July  online only 
 

See previous issues for 
our ‘right to reply’ policy 
& advertising rates.      
Contact details on page 1 

2.30 - 4.30                      

Sat 2 July - Tewit Youth      Sun 3 July - Knottingley Silver  
    Sun 10 July - Bradford BD1 

Tell our large readership 

about your event - 

wetherbyfreepress@pm.me  

Friday 8 July includes 
Fitness Festival – Free Pilates Session Village Hall 

Saturday 9 July includes  
Classic Cars assemble Church Fields car park 

Community Green Group, stand outside Costcutter 

Plant Sale – RNLI, around the war memorial 

“Made in Lockdown” Exhibition, St Mary’s Church 

Literary Lunch, Methodist Church 

Street Music, Millennium Gardens 

Children Trail & Exhibition, cafe St Mary’s Church 

Lawn Tennis & Croquet, the Terrace Tennis &  

                                                          Croquet Club 

A Pop-Up Cinema, Stables Lane 

For Sunday’s programme see  

www.bostonspapc.org.uk/ 



Everyone mentioned in the WFP has a right to reply. The reply will 
be published unedited, unless it is too long. 

If facts are wrong, we will apologise publicly and correct the error. 

We quote directly to avoid any misunderstandings. We don’t do 
spoken interviews – summarising what people say is a difficult skill 
and the interviewee will often not be happy with the result. 

We encourage everyone to write to us with their views, whatever 
they are. People have died for our Freedom of Expression so never 
be afraid to use it. You can remain anonymous if you wish. You, nor 
ourselves, can be sued for libel as long as what is published is:  

         True    or    Honest Opinion    or    in the Public Interest 

Trying to intimidate us without justification is bullying behaviour and will 
not be tolerated. Unjustifiable threats of legal action that are made 
more than once could be used in a criminal case of harassment.  

Useful Contact Info 
W’by Town Council:  583584  www.wetherby.co.uk admin@wetherby.co.uk  

                                     Facebook: wetherbycouncil   Twitter: wetherbytc  
 

Leeds City Council:  0113 222 4444        www.leeds.gov.uk           

                                    Facebook: Leedscouncil   Twitter: LeedsCC_Help 
  

W’by Library:  583144    libraryenquiries@leeds.gov.uk 
 

W’by Tourist Info:  inside library  582151  
 

W’by Leisure Centre:  0113 378 1265    wetherby.lc@leeds.gov.uk 
 

W’by Health Centres:  Hallfield Lane   585669  

                                        Crossley St    543200   

Buses:       Connexions: 01423 339600      www.connexionsbuses.com 

                   First Leeds: 0345 646 0707    www.firstbus.co.uk/leeds 

       Harrogate Bus Co:  01423 56 60 61 www.transdevbus.co.uk/harrogate/ 

       Metro: For all West Yorkshire bus times & all issues with bus            
stops, shelters and stations   0113 245 7676     www.wymetro.com 
 

W’by Social Media: Facebook: Wetherby Grumbler 22,600 members 
 

W’by Foodbank:  info@wetherbyanddistrict.foodbank.org.uk  

                                Twitter:  WBYFoodbank 

The Rhinos were just about holding their own 
at Super League leaders St Helens on 23 June 
until a controversial decision by the referee 
for Saints third try. Everyone watching the 
match on Sky TV could see the ball literally 
drop onto the ground. Only in a parallel world 

could you imagine any downward pressure on it. But the try was 
given and it was downhill all the way thereafter. They lost 42 - 12 and 
are third from bottom at the start of July. 

(We are not covering printing costs) 

It’s a shame that BBC Yorkshire give 
such poor coverage of top flight 
matches nowadays. There is very little 
live local sport taking place at the 
moment (no football), so you would 
think it would get a look-in. But no, 
not even a mention, let alone any 
action on Look North of the Leeds 
match. They are letting the players & 
fans of a great Northern game down.  

Hull FC v Rhinos on Sat 2 July at 15.00 

Rhinos v Castleford Tigers on Sat 9 July at 19.00 

The Cas match is 
part of the Magic 
Weekend 
Extravaganza of 
rugby league at St 
James Park, 
Newcastle. The 
Editor would 
highly 
recommend 
attending - 
reasonably priced 
tickets (includes 
all 3 matches on the day), impressive stadium, great atmosphere 
and in the city centre, not miles away. Newcastle is easy to travel to 
by train (if not on strike) and has many fantastic attractions. 

at Bob Shop (Mason House stores) 

& Costellos 
or direct to PK Marketing            
Acct No 46368560       
Sort Code 090127 

“latest sport”? don’t think so! 

The Playground on 
Hallfield Lane is 
back in operation 

It has been repaired 
(except for one 
swing in picture) at a 
cost of £4,300. The 

morons used a bolt 
cutter to remove the 

seats. 

Wetherby Town Clerk explained in a Facebook post on 16 June that there 
have been other acts of mindless vandalism too.   

She implores residents to report it to the police, if they see any anti-social 
behaviour or anybody acting suspiciously. 

Mason Field Open Again 


